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What does it mean to be a professional, ethical English teacher?  What kinds of issues should good English teachers think about as they go about the daily tasks of planning, conducting and evaluating lessons?  How should they include others in their decisions about teaching and learning?  What approaches should teachers consider as important and sometimes difficult social issues arise as a result of class discussion?  These are difficult questions with no one right answer.  

To address these kinds of questions, several important educational organizations have developed documents, which we will work with in the English Education program: 

· The New York State Education Department’s “Code of Ethics” 

· The Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium’s Dispositions from their “Model Standards for Beginning Teacher Licensing and Development: A Resource for State Dialogue” 

· The National Council of Teachers of English’s “Attitudes for Teachers of English”

Directions to Teacher Candidates: In connection with the above documents, you have written an essay that responds to scenarios from English classrooms.  Please carefully examine your essay and list the numbers of the codes, dispositions, and attitudes to which your essay speaks.  In this manner, you will demonstrate your awareness of and your ability to address these points.  It may not be practical for every essay to speak to every code, disposition and attitude.  Since you will complete three of these essays in your work in the English Education Program, please pose as a goal for yourself that you will address each of the codes, dispositions, and attitudes at least once by the time you have written all three essays. This cover sheet and your essay should be included in your Teacher Candidate Portfolio.
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While observing professional teachers at work I was able to get a grasp of various approaches to pedagogy and was able to ascertain for myself which methods and approached were either beneficial to the students of ineffective.  In the following essay, I will explain how these beneficial methods and approaches apply to the standards present in the NYS “Code of Ethics,” INTASC “Dispositions” and NCTE “Attitudes.”  
The process of “Reflect” and “Connect” as present in principal one in the “Code of Ethics” is commonly used in today’s schools.  During my field experience I watched many teachers present their material in a passionate manner, frequently opening up the lesson to free flowing dialogues that would not only engage his or her students with the material but were able to give them an understanding of that material that went far beyond any textbook.  These teachers who taught with very interactive styles tended to be involved with their students lives beyond the classroom.  Frequently these teachers would open the class up to discussion about the material they had just covered and encouraged his or her students to compare the literature they were reading with current events and with personal experiences in their daily lives.  This approach allowed the students to not just read a novel or play, but to be able to internalize what they had read and empathize with it.  The above situation can also be tied to standard one and five of the INTASC Dispositions and the NCTE’s Attitude eleven and twelve.
During my field experience, I saw many fully dedicated teachers utilize a wide range of materials to teach their given lesson.  Using video with connection to their works of literature were the most common.  One example was watching “Of Mice and Men” and constantly making remarks to the novel.  The final project I was told would be done at home as a research assignment with use of the internet.  The wide range of technology is becoming a constant in many classrooms and most teachers find it more effective than just simply leading a lecture based class.  Using a wider range of resources helps teachers expand and direct students to a higher level of learning and equally forces them to a higher state of critical thinking.  The above situation can be tied into the NYS “Code of Ethics” Principal two, to the NCTE’s Attitude six and seven and finally to the INTASC three, four and relates to part of six.
