The parts requirements are simple, just one can of Harley Davidson Black Crinkle paint, a new valve cover gasket, and sandpaper, ranging from 120 to 600 grit. The Harley Davidson Black Crinkle paint is available at any biker store, and cost less than $10. 

Here's the procedure: 

1.Start by removing the valve coverf. (Watch out for oil that may collect on the underside of the valve cover). Throw the old valve cover gasket away.

2.Remove the old paint. I'm lucky enough to have a bead blaster at work. A bead blaster is just like a sand balaster, but it shoots glass beads instead of sand. The glass beads remove the paint, but don't remove the metal. If you don't have a bead blaster, I'd take the parts to an auto body shop, and see if they could bead blast the parts for you. You can also use aircraft paint stripper. You can get it at any parts store. It's good for stripping rims too. 

3.Once all of the old paint has been removed and youre ready to paint, wipe the valve cover off with a cotton cloth dampened with either lacquer thinner or mineral spirits. This removes any dust, grease, and fingerprints. 

4.The instructions on the crinkle paint can are simple. Heat the parts up to 100 degrees, spray a light coating, wait 5 minutes, then spray it again. Let the parts cure for a couple of days. (I placed the parts in front of the fireplace to warm them, I knew that my wife would kill me if I used the oven.) 

5.After the spray painted parts have cured for a couple of days, it's time to clean up the raised lettering. Start by wrapping a piece of 120 grit sandpaper around a sanding block. Then remove the crinkle paint from the high spots by sanding in a back-and-forth motion. After the paint has been removed with the 120 grit paper, work your way up through the grits until you get to 600. By the time you finish with 600 grit, the aluminum will have a nice satin look to it. (You could go all the way to 1000 grit, then a small polishing wheel if you wanted to polish the aluminum to a high gloss finish). 

6.Reassemble

