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Use verbs, not nouns 
One simple step to clearer English is to change ... 

this... 

... to this : 

by the introduction of 

by introducing 

for the allocation of 

for allocating 

of the provision of 

of providing 

What are we doing here? Turning a noun back into a verb. English prefers 

verbs to nouns. Many words ending in "-ion" are simply verbs in disguise. They 

are called "nominalisations" (yes, another word ending in "-ion"). Look at

these: 

submit an application for 

apply for 

carry out an evaluation of 

evaluate 

implement an investigation of investigate 

and there are others which don't end in "-ion": 

conduct a review of

review 

perform an assessment of 

assess 

effect a renewal of 

renew 

So we can improve an unclear text by turning some nouns back into verbs: 

The committee came to an agreement to the effect that 

a study should be carried out by the consultants into the 
feasibility of the provision of national funding.

The committee agreed that the consultants should study
the feasibility of providing national funding. 

Sabotage! You can take advantage of this if you want.
If the consultants' report is too candid about the non-feasibility of providing

national funding, just effect the nominalisation of all their hard-hitting verbs

and the result will be sufficiently soporific to send your readers to sleep.

Concrete, not abstract 
English is a notoriously blunt language. Too much abstract language (FOG) 

may make your reader suspect that something real and unpalatable is being

wrapped up in verbiage. 

In general, if you have a choice between an abstract word and a more concrete 

one that means the same, choose concrete. It will make your message more 

direct. 

Sometimes, instead of this ... : ... you could try this: 

establish                                       fix 

emphasise                                    highlight 

orient                                            steer 

eliminate                                       cut out 

determine                                      set 

objective                                        goal, target 

initiating impulse                           trigger 

employment opportunities             jobs 

negative evolution                         downward spiral 

decisive innovation                        breakthrough 

Sabotage! You can take advantage of this if you want.
"These countries are asking for dates and facts, but all we can give them is 

prevarication and obfuscation." 
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