Patrick Hurley

Mr. Klimczak

Government 10th Hour

21 November 2003

DEAD MAN WALKING?

Electrocution, lethal injection, water torture, hanging, stoning, firing squad, lethal gas, which do you prefer?  It is unfair for one person to decide whether another lives or dies, whether that person has committed a capital crime or not, he/she deserves the right to live.  In today’s society there are many people both anti-death penalty and pro-death penalty, the question is which makes the most sense: anti.  The death penalty should not be given as a form of punishment when a crime is committed, and it should be removed from the American court system.

There is an alternative to the death penalty: life in prison without the possibility of parole.  Why is that not an adequate punishment?  The truth of the matter is that life imprisonment is cheaper to the American taxpayers than the death penalty.  It costs over $2 million more to put a convict to death than it does to keep them in prison for life (Coles 1).  The reasons for the higher price tag all stem from the fact that a different kind of trial must be given.  The trial differs in at least 9 ways: there is more pre-trial time needed to prepare, more pre-trial motions will be filed, more experts will be hired, there are twice as many attorneys hired in defense and similar changes in the prosecution, jurors are required to take a test on their views of the capital punishment system, they (jurors) are more likely to be sequestered, two trials are now conducted (guilt & punishment), the trial will take much longer (as much as 3-5 times longer), and the inmate will be held on the expensive death row while appeals are heard (Dieter 3-4).

What if a “murderer” is awaiting his death on death row and new and improved DNA evidence can exonerate him/her?  This is becoming a frequent finding as appeals courts hear the cases of members of death row.  As of July 28, 2003, there have been 111 inmates exonerated and freed from death row because of findings of such evidence (NCADP 1).  With such high numbers of inmates being wrongfully convicted in the past, do we want to take the chances of killing innocent people?  There is no reason why life imprisonment is not adequate.  At least then, the innocent, possibly given unfair representation, can prove his innocence and not lose all hope.

Capital punishment is a violation of the 8th Amendment: Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted (United States Constitution).  If we say that capital punishment is not cruel and unusual because we use lethal injection, we are lying.  When the framers of the constitution wrote our set of laws they included the 8th Amendment as it reads above.  How can we lie to ourselves as intelligent Americans and claim that capital punishment using lethal injection is not a cruel and unusual punishment?  Is there anything more cruel than killing someone?

Americans who support capital punishment in our country may say that the act of killing someone who commits a crime will deter others in the future.  In fact, Nancy Reagan once said, “I believe that people would be alive today if there were a death penalty” (Quotations)  Well, it seems as though 52% of Americans disagree with her.  A study showed that those 52% of Americans polled feel that the death penalty is not a deterrent, with only 42% believing that capital punishment in our court system does in fact deter criminals (Attitudes 1).  Governor George Pataki reinstated the death penalty in New York in 1995 and said, “This bill is going to save lives” (O’Malley 1).  “Nevertheless, more scientific approaches seem to indicate that capital punishment is not a deterrent” (2)

In conclusion, it has been clearly shown that life imprisonment is the better method of punishment in our courts today.  Not only is it less expensive, it leaves open the possibility of setting free an innocent man/woman, and finally it is unconstitutional.  With all of these facts in mind, it is only just and obvious that the United States abolish capital punishment in our courts.

