Update:

I just changed my headers from Hooker to Sanderson.  After I upgraded to GM Performance Fast Burns heads I found I couldn’t keep header gaskets for more than a few hundred miles.  Because the exhaust ports are shaped differently on the FB heads the Hooker 1-½ inch primary tubes didn’t match up correctly.  After talking to all of my sources for remedies for this problem I found Sanderson makes a set of block hugger headers specifically for these heads.  (GM designed these heads to work without gaskets in their original ZZ430 engine.)  The collectors on the Hookers are 2-½ inch and the Sanderson’s are 3 inches so the exhaust pipes had to be cut off and re welded.  Interestingly enough the Sanderson headers use a RTV made by Permatex to seal the headers to the cylinder heads.  The header design has welded raised beads surrounding the exhaust ports that are precision machined for flatness.  The RTV is applied (approximately ¼ inch thick) over these weld beads and let set up before installation.  The torque is very low at 15-20 lb-ft and is critical in providing a reliable seal.  There is a retightening procedure required during the break-in period.

I haven’t had them long enough to know how well they hold up but so far so good.

