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Freshmen Vocabulary Worksheet: Test 1 List 3

Directions : Read the definition and the example sentences, the write a sentence of your own in the space provided.

1. nuance(n.): a subtle difference or distinction

Harry was incapable of nuance; everything for him was either black or white.





2. obfuscate(v.): to darken; to confuse; to make confusing

Too much gin had obfuscated the old man’s senses.





3. visionary(n.): a dreamer; someone with impractical ideas about the future

The candidate was a visionary; he had a lot of big ideas but no realistic plan for putting them into practice.





4. erudite(adj.): scholarly; deeply learned

The professor said things so erudite that none of us had the slightest idea of what he was saying.





5. volatile(adj.): quick to evaporate; highly unstable; explosive

The situation in the Middle East was highly volatile; the smallest incident could have set off a war.





6. acumen(n.): keenness of judgement; mental sharpness

Ernie’s near-total lack of acumen led him to invest all his money in a company that had already gone out of business.





7. homage(n.): reverence; respect

I had great homage for magicians; they were super cool.





8. pontificate(v.): to speak pompously or dogmatically

Mr. Burgess doesn’t so much speak pontificate; he makes even hello sound like a proclamation from high.





9. vogue(n.): fashion; style

The goldfish were sorry to learn that the campus vogue for swallowing live goldfish is back.





10. ebb(v.): to diminish; to recede 

The team’s enthusiasm for the fame ebbed as the other team ran up the score.





