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Freshmen Vocabulary Worksheet: Test 2 List 3

Directions : Read the definition and the example sentences, the write a sentence of your own in the space provided.

1. zeitgeist(n.): the mood of spirit of the times

It’s interesting to see how Americans always assume the zeitgeist changes automatically with the arrival of a new decade.





2. pluralism(n.): a condition of society in which distinct groups exist and function together yet retain their own identities

Pluralism is the only hope for American society; our country is made up of too many kinds of people for a single culture to prevail. 





3. empower(v.): to give power or authority to; to enable to

The city council empowered the dog catcher to do whatever he wanted to do with the dogs he caught.





4. archipelago(n.): a large group of islands

There are numerous island nations that constitute the Malay Archipelago.





5. carcinogenic(adj.): causing cancer

The tobacco industry has long denied that cigarette smoke is carcinogenic.





6. debase(v.): to lower in quality or value; to degrade

To deprive a single person of his or her constitutional rights debases the liberty of us all.





7. equestrian(adj.): having to do with horseback riding

I’ve never enjoyed the equestrian events in the Olympics, because I think people look silly sitting on the backs of horses.





8. insufferable(adj.): unbearable; intolerable

The smell of cigar smoke in this room is absolutely insufferable.





9. posture(v.): to act or speak artificially or affectedly

Jessica is always posturing about the plight of farm workers, even though she has never set foot on a farm in her life.





10. regimen(n.): a regulated course

Mrs. Stewart is having trouble following the new regimen her doctor gave her; she can handle the exercise, but sleeping on a bed of nails is hard for her. 





