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Freshmen Vocabulary Worksheet: Test 2 List 2

Directions : Read the definition and the example sentences, the write a sentence of your own in the space provided.

1. amass(v.): to pile up; to accumulate; to collect for one's own use

By living frugally for fifty years, Jed amassed a large fortune.





2. brouhaha(n.): uproar; hubbub

The brouhaha arising from the party downstairs kept the children awake for hours.





3. defile(v.): to make filthy or foul; to desecrate

The snowy field was so beautiful that I hated to defile it by driving across it.





4. expostulate(v.): to reason with someone in order to warn or dissuade

When I told my mother that I was going to live in a barrel on the bottom of the sea, she expostulated at great length, hoping that she could persuade me to stay home.



5. gaffe(n.): a social blunder; an embarrassing mistake; a faux pas

Burping in our culture is considered a gaffe.



6. inimical(adj.): unfavorable; harmful; detrimental; hostile

All that makeup you wear is inimical to a clear complexion.



7. mawkish(adj.): overly sentimental; maudlin

It’s hard to believe that Trudy’s mawkish greeting card verses have made her so much money.



8. peregrination(n.): wandering; traveling; expedition

Matthew’s peregrinations across Europe have given him a vaguely continental accent.



9. quintessential(adj.): being the most perfect example of

Lacey is the quintessential volunteer; she works twenty-three hours a day on different charitable causes.



10. wizened(adj.): shriveled; withered; shrunken

The prince was horrified when he lifted his new bride’s veil and found not the princess he had been expecting but a wizened old crone.



