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Freshmen Vocabulary Worksheet: Test 3 List 3

Directions : Read the definition and the example sentences; then, write a sentence of your own in the space provided.

1. fiat(n.): an arbitrary decree or order

The president of the company ruled by fiat; there was no such thing as a discussion of policy, and disagreements were not allowed.





2. ad-lib(v.): to improvise; speak or act spontaneously

Teddy hadn’t known that he would be asked to speak after dinner, so when he was called to the microphone, he had to ad-lib.





3. boor(n.): a rude or churlish person

The boor at the next table kept climbing up on his chair and shouting at the waitress.





4. defunct(adj.): no longer in effect; no longer in existence

My already limited interest in cutting my grass was just about defunct by the time the grass was actually ready to cut, so I never got around to doing it.





5. draconian(adj.): harsh; severe; cruel

Locking the children in a dungeon for eleven years was a slightly draconian punishment, considering that all they had done was take a few cookies from the cookie jar.





6. jargon(n.): meaningless or pretentious language

This contract is full of legal jargon; there are so many heretofores and whereinafters that I can’t figure out where I’m supposed to sign it.





7. predecessor(n.): someone or something that precedes in time

The predecessor for Adams was Washington, who was the first president of the United States.





8. seclusion(n.): aloneness; withdrawal from other people

The bear’s seclusion from the world during hibernation made him lonely.





9. wane(v.): to decrease in strength or intensity; to fade away

The music was waning in the background but the couple was still dancing.





10. edict(n.): an official decree

By presidential edict, all government offices were closed for the holiday.





