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Freshmen Vocabulary Worksheet: Test 3 List 1

Directions : Read the definition and the example sentences; then, write a sentence of your own in the space provided.

1. queue(n.): a line or file

The British are famous for waiting patiently in long queues.





2. surmise(v.): to guess

From the messages the eight-ball has been sending me, I surmise that someone’s going to be giving me a present very soon.





3. epoch(n.): an era; a distinctive period of time

The coach’s retirement ended a glorious epoch in the history of the university’s football team.





4. cloister(n.): a covered walk, with columns on one side

Virginia viewed her office as a cloister in which she could withdraw from the chaos of the production line.





5. coddle(v.): to baby

Old Mrs. Stymie had dozens of cats, and she coddled them all by feeding them fresh cream, liver, and chocolate pudding.





6. lout(n.): boor; oaf; clod

That stupid lout has no idea how to dance. I think he broke my foot when he stepped on it. 





7. malapropism(n.): humorous misuse of a word that sounds similar to the word intended but has a ludicrously different meaning

Saturday Night Live shows us malapropisms to make the audience laugh. 





8. progeny(n.): offspring; descendants

Mr. March is rich in nothing but progeny; he says he’d rather have a million children than a million dollars.





9. refractory(adj.): disobedient and hard to manage; resisting treatment

Bobby is such a refractory little boy when it comes to haircuts that he has to be tied up and hoisted into the barber’s chair.





10. wrath(n.): deep anger; fury

Dawn’s wrath knew no bounds when she realized that Ron had started the dishwasher during her shower.





