The Tragedy of Julius Caesar Project

The "What" of the project:  

     In groups of three you will have twenty minutes to make a case for how you would interpret Shakespeare's The Tragedy of Julius Caesar.  In making your case, you need to show a keen awareness of the many ways people could interpret the play, but ultimately justify why you choose to interpret the play as you do.

     To justify your interpretation, you have to answer two basic questions.  First, what is the evidence in the play that supports your interpretation?  Second, what is/are the situation(s) outside of the play that inspire your interpretation?  The more specific you are at connecting the stuff inside the play with stuff outside the play, the better your project should be.

The "How" of the project:

    You have options as to how you present your information. The only absolute requirement right now is that it must be some kind of oral/audio/visual presentation.  I don't want any essays.* Once you decide on a method of presentation, you will run your idea by me for approval.  Following are some options I thought of:

1.  Directing a scene:  Show a director directing a scene.  Insight can come from setting, costume, the directors directions, or anything else you can think of.

2. Write and perform music inspired by the play: Insight can come from lyrics, music, album cover, critical reviews, etc.

3. Perform a modern version of the scene: Insight can come from same type of stuff as option 1.  You may want to modernize the lines; however keeping them the same and showing how relevant they still are might be more impressive.

4. Make a websight: Take us on a virtual tour of all the facets of your interpretation.  We should have the technology for you to present your web page on a big screen.

5. Make a "Power Point" presentation:  I guess it would be like option  four.

6. Do a "Sixty Minutes" type news magazine coverage:  Those shows usually have their own bias on issues and present them with interviews and other techniques.

7. Present a scene that takes place during a certain period in history: See details for

option 3.

Note: You can do most of these live or on video.  Or, you may want a combination of both.  Just know that you have twenty minutes to present as much insight as possible.  You want to use all  of your time and details to your advantage.

* The only written piece I want is a one page outline of  points you want to make sure I understand. For instance, you might want me to notice why you had a certain prop in the corner.   

