Sophomore Honors English

Mr. Richey

I. Writing Program

The goal of my writing program is to have students write intelligent, well-structured, grammatically correct multi-paragraph essays.  I will expose the students to the traditional five-paragraph essay and use that as a foundation for other types of essays.

II. Literature Program

A. Works we will study: In addition to the core sophomore works, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, and selected works from the Prentice Hall Literature anthology, the students will also study various other novels, poems, short stories, or plays.

B. Method of Study: In addition to an analytical approach, I will also challenge students to take a personal and practical look at literature.  Through formal and informal writing, and various creative activities, I will encourage students to filter literature through their own experiences.

III. Grading (First Semester)

A. Participation (5% of grade): In this portion of the grade I will evaluate students based upon how well they help or hurt class discussion. I will also consider how diligently they work on informal writing and grammar exercises. 

B. Vocabulary (10% of grade): Every Monday students will be given at least ten words that come from the literature they are studying or from a specific SAT list.  They will have a vocabulary homework assignment which will usually be due on Tuesday or Wednesday.  Every four weeks they will be tested on the latest thirty words they have received.

C. Quizzes and Homework (15 % of grade): When we are reading a novel, I will assign approximately 100 pages per week, and I will usually quiz the students on the day the reading is due.  In addition, students should expect various other short assignments as well as quizzes on things like grammar and spelling.

D. In-class Essay (20% of grade): Upon completing a thorough unit on literary analysis, the students will be given one class period to write an essay that shows how well they understand the material we have studied.  When grading the assignment I will consider both the form and the content of the essay.  The students will have ample time and instruction to prepare for this assignment.  

E. Group Project (20% of grade: Upon completing a work of literature I have chosen, students will team up to make a presentation that shows an insightful understanding of the work we have studied. All projects will have creative, written, and oral portions and will be designed so that students can receive individual grades. 

F. Out of class essay (30% of grade): After honing their writing and thinking skills students will be required to write a formal literary analysis paper.  The paper should follow MLA format and be well-organized, well-supported,
     clear, and insightful.

IV. Outside Help

I am usually available before school and by appointment.

voice mail: 461-7515 ext. 14

e-mail: krichey@pleasanton.k12.ca.us

