Body Paragraph Structure

     Below is an outline of body paragraph structure.  It is not the only way to write a paragraph, but it is one of the most useful tools to help you stay focused and develop insightful points.  The numbers next to each element represent the approximate number of sentences it might take to develop that part. Please know these are approximate and may change for different topics.  They are meant to give you an idea of how you can develop a hearty 10 to 15 sentence paragraph.   

-Topic Sentence (1)

-Clarification of Topic Sentence(1-2)

-Example(2-3)

-Explanation of Example(2-3)

-Repeat Example and Explanation*

-Insight(1-4)

-Clincher(1)
Your Notes:

*Note: Each paragraph should have at least two examples for support.  For a literary essay that means two quotes from the text.  That is why you want to repeat the example and explanation.  A variation on this section is to give two examples and then have one substantial explanation for both examples. 

