	Body Paragraph #_1__

	topic sentence: He first shows this fact by showing the narrator on the brink of insanity.



	clarification of topic sentence:  He frames the poem with a navigating image about keeping one’s mind on course, essentially telling us how to remain sane in the midst of the unknowable mysteries of life.

	Example/quote #1: 

first and last two lines

“O Star (fairest one in sight)”

“Stay our minds and be staid.”


	explanation of  example #1: (Consider how it proves your topic sentence.)

-  The star represents the North Star. 

- Staying our minds and be staid (sober, in control)

- The whole poem is about remaining sane.


	example/quote #2:

lines 9-14

“we can learn/. . .and when alone repeat”

“Say something!”. . ./Talk Fahrenheit, talk Centigrade
	Explanation of  example #2: (Consider how it proves your topic sentence.)

-middle of poem shows scared lonely person cling for sanity in what he can know rather than resting in the unknown

- not a stable inquisitive person looking for depth of knowledge, but a person scared of being alone looking for any simple mantra to hold on to  

-frustrated, making demands, not reasoning with the star; akin to hostage-taker on edge surrounded by force much greater making irrational demands;

his attempt to label and quantify the unknowable is driving him mad. 

-

	insight: (How do your examples illustrate a principle? Consider how both your examples show why thesis is true.) Overall, Frost offers us an image of a person trying to be sane by fruitlessly trying to know the unknowable. 


