More Sentence Editing

Directions: On your own sheet of paper, edit the following sentences.  Fix grammatical errors; eliminate passive voice; reduce prepositional phrases; and choose precise, vivid verbs. 

1. Also Havisham is another person who is hurt by the caste system and its strict boundaries.

2. Dickens emphasizes that the importance of being a gentleman is to be above money, social class, and pride and instead be altruistic and caring, which will eventually lead you to a happier and more fulfilling life. 

3. Joe gets into an argument and Joe is forced to fight Orlick to defend his wife’s honor but he does it reluctantly, he does it because he must, the author makes it quite clear that Joe does not want to fight.

4. Pip’s level in the cast system was raised not because of his own decisions, but because a convict paid him through all of the classes from being poor to being a gentleman, and “rich”(316). 

5. Pip is not a true gentleman and only cares about the people around him in as much as they can help him rise in social status.  This is shown through his relationship with his best friend, Herbert.

6. Pip eventually realizes that being a gentleman on the interior is required before that image is made visible on the exterior.

7. Estella is saved by Mr. Jaggers’ influential position of power and given a better chance than many other commoners.

8. Joe was well liked not only because he was kind, but also because of his undying loyalty to the people he cares for. 

9. Dickens portrays Joe, the blacksmith, as an example of a character that remains in his position of the caste system and is shown to be hard working and content.

10.  Although quite happy (for he lives in a fools paradise where ignorance is bliss) Joe can be deemed as a pitiful, inert character who lacks purpose in his life.

11. This principle is first shown through Pip’s childhood guilt.

12. In effect, though Pip had gained a great amount of portable property with Jaggers, he discarded his satisfaction with Biddy and Joe and still did not gain Estella, which was the object of his desires to make him content. 

13.  Additionally, a man could be in a high class of society, yet still be very poor.  This point is again expressed by the fact that a convict was Pip’s benefactor.

14.  Jaggers is greedy and helps no one nothing unless he is paid and this is made even more clear when Pip meets Mr. Jaggers for the first time in London a crowd of people gather around him and the question he asks each of them is, “have you paid Wemmick?”(162). 

15.  Jaggers cleans off his clients because of the interaction between him and the client is so close that he feels the weight of his own actions coupled with the actions of his clients, creating a paradox between his own emotions and the emotions of the client. 

16.  Whereas Magwitch’s monetary injections over the years going towards Pip’s well being may be viewed as a philanthropic gesture, they are more accurately a product of the chain that keeps Magwitch from obtaining his true freedom.

17.  The influence of materiality provided a firm base for the developing of their character flaws of embezzlement and treachery, which they then use to justify the abuse of people who they believe are below them.

18.  Despite the hospitality that Jaggers offers to the young men, he is still mistrustful of them.

19.  Pip discovers, as much as the reader does, that the true strife of the residents of the financial prison are indebted to society in their personal ventures and cannot escape them much as the true prisoners cannot escape their ultimate destiny of aspiration and the ambition that chains them to their debt and misfortunes.

20.  This separation of Estella from Pip was caused by the differences the social caste system made between people, and it made Pip deeply discontented with the life he had been happy with before meeting Estella.     
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