How to Read a Poem

Step 1: Read through the poem and note your gut reaction to it.  Consider how the poem        makes you feel.

Step 2: Set aside your gut reaction, and read the poem again to find out what is literally going on in the poem. Once you can paraphrase the poem, see if your gut reaction makes sense.



-If your gut reaction does make sense, move on to step 3.



-If your gut reaction doesn’t make sense, go back to step 1.

Step 3: Look for the poem’s “bells and whistles”.  See what poetic devices are evident in the poem.  Try to find out how and why the poem has the effect it does.

Step 4: Consider what seems to be a significant message of the poem.

Step 5: Consider how various poetic devices support the message. 

Note: These steps are not a magic formula, but a logical process of thought.  Notice how

each steps asks us to re-evaluate the conclusions we draw in the previous step.  Such a process is an example of disciplined inductive thinking.  We do this type of questioning until we get to a workable thesis. Once we are at a viable thesis, we then move to deductive thinking to write about what we see in a poem.  
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