Great Expectations Essay

Directions: In a four to six page essay, you are to write an insightful response to one of the four prompts below.  Your paper must not only be well organized and rich with textual references, but it should also discuss how and why Dickens’ message is significant.  Be sure to have a clear and compelling thesis at the end of your introduction.  Finally, you must type your essay in a standard twelve-point font and follow MLA style. 

1.  An overriding theme of Great Expectations seems to be that it is better to be a true gentleman in word and deed than a superficial one in social class and appearance.  Compare or contrast two characters from the novel and explain how this comparison or contrast defines what a true gentleman actually is.  Moreover, explain how Dickens uses this juxtaposition to explain why this definition is true and important.

2.  In both the tragedy and comedy of Great Expectations, Dickens seems decidedly concerned about the British social caste system.  At whom or what he aims his criticism is not necessarily clear, however.  In the novel, does Dickens seem to condemn the caste system as a whole, or does he simply condemn those who would try to defy the system?

3.  From the Hulks to Newgate to the myriad of chains and convicts in Great Expectations, Dickens seems to see quite a bit of symbolism in prisons and the prison system.  How do the literal prisons in the novel symbolize an inner prison that seems to metaphorically chain so many of the characters?  More specifically, how do the literal prisons not just symbolize what chains so many of the characters, but how and why this inner prison does so? 

4.  When it comes to shocking coincidences, Great Expectations does not seem too different from a modern daytime soap opera. Yet unlike the modern daytime soap opera, most of the coincidences in Dickens’ novel find their connection in one character--Mr. Jaggers.  What message might Dickens be trying to convey by making Mr. Jaggers such a pivotal character?  In addition, how does Dickens illustrate why this message is compelling or important?

Notes:

