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Freshman Vocabulary Worksheet: Test 3 List 1

Directions: Read the definition and the example sentence, then write a sentence of your own in the space provided.

1. engender(v.): to bring into existence; to create; to cause

My winning lottery ticket engendered a great deal of envy among my co-workers.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. catholic(adj.): universal, embracing everything

Peter had a very catholic view of the world; he never complained about other people.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. libel(n.): written/published falsehood; injures reputation/defames someone 

The executive said that the newspaper had committed libel when it called him a stinking, no-good, corrupt, incompetent, overpaid, lying, worthless moron.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. mercenary(n.): a hired solider; someone who will do anything for money

If an army can't find enough volunteers or draftees, it will sometimes hire mercenaries.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. perquisite(n.): a privilege that goes along with a job; a "perk"

Free access to a photocopier is a perquisite of most office jobs.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. sloth(n.): laziness; sluggishness

Ivan's weekends were devoted to sloth. He never arose before noon, and he seldom left the house before Monday morning.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. usurp(v.): to seize wrongfully

The children believed that their mother's new boyfriend had usurped their real father's rightful place in their new family.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. vapid(adj.): without liveliness; dull; spiritless

An apathetic person just doesn't care about anything, and everything he does is vapid.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. duplicity(n.): the act of being two-faced; double dealing; deception

Dave, in his duplicity, told us he wasn't going to rob the bank and then went right out and robbed it.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. blatant(adj.): unpleasantly or offensively noisy; glaring

David was blatantly critical of our efforts; that is, he was noisy and obnoxious in making his criticisms. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

