Freshman English

Mr. Richey

I. Writing Program

The goal of my freshman writing program is to have the students develop their thoughts and insights with specific and vivid details.  I will teach them to write well developed, focused paragraphs.  Such paragraphs will be the building blocks for the well-structured, grammatically correct, multi-paragraph essays that I will require of the students.

II. Literature Program  

A. Works we will study: In addition to the core freshman works Of Mice and Men, The Odyssey, The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, and selected works from the Prentice Hall Literature anthology, the students will also study various other novels, poems, short stories, or plays.

B. Method of Study: In addition to an analytical approach, I will also challenge students to take a personal and practical look at literature.  Through formal and informal writing, and various creative activities, I will encourage students to filter literature through their own experiences.

III. Grading 

A. Participation (5% of grade): In this portion of the grade I will evaluate students based upon how well they help or hurt class discussion. I will also consider how diligently they work on informal writing and grammar exercises. 

B. Vocabulary (10% of grade): Every Monday students will be given at least ten words that come from the literature they are studying or from a specific SAT list.  They will have a vocabulary homework assignment, which will usually be due on Tuesday or Wednesday.  Every four weeks they will be tested on the latest thirty words they have received.

C. Quizzes and Homework (20 % of grade): Students should expect quizzes on assigned reading, grammar, spelling and anything we have gone over in class.  They should also expect various short assignments.

D. Major Assignments (65% of grade): Since I believe writing intelligently and “getting the big picture” should be the bottom line of most high school English classes, major essays, projects, and tests will account for most of the overall grade in the class.

IV. Outside Help

I am usually available before school and by appointment.

voice mail: 461-7515 ext. 14

e-mail: krichey@pleasanton.k12.ca.us 

