Embedding Quotes

     Below you will have examples of how to introduce and embed your quotes in your essays.  When you finish your essays please review this sheet and be sure you have followed these rules precisely.

Rule 1: Never float your quotes.

Don't end a sentence and then just start a quote.  DON'T do the following:

The character does not just show anger; he demonstrates passion.  "I'm so frustrated; I just want them to learn how to do it right!"

The previous example is the wrong way to embed a quote. You can't just put a period at the end of the first sentence and then throw in your quote.

Rule 2: You may use a colon.

If you want your quote to come right after your set-up sentence without any more words, then just use a colon.  You may do the following:

The character does not just show anger; he demonstrates passion: "I'm so frustrated; I just want them to learn how to do it right!"

Notice how the colon replaces the period after "passion."

Rule 3: You may also use some simple introductory words. 

After your set-up sentence, you may just add a few words similar to those below:

The character does not just show anger; he demonstrates passion.  For example, he exclaims, "I'm so frustrated; I just want them to learn how to do it right!"

The above is perfectly common and accepted, but please remember that you can't just say "For example" and then jump into the quote.  The "he exclaims" or "she said" is absolutely necessary.

Rule 4: You may also splice your quotes. 

At times it is nice to make your quote a natural part of the sentence:

The character is not just "frustrated"; he demonstrates passion and just wants his students "to learn how to do it right!"

Notice how the quote fits in with the natural grammar of the sentence and doesn't require any commas before it.

