Basic Outlines of Introductions and Conclusions

Below are common outlines for introductions and conclusions.  They are not the only ways to introduce and conclude an essay.  However, they are common ways to begin and end an essay, and they are good ones to practice first. 

Introductions:


1. Broad non-controversial statement

2. Example(s) of that statement that don't come from the work being covered in the essay

3. Downshifting or narrowing of focus of initial statement--often begins with "However" or a similar transition device.

4. Example(s) of the narrowed focus that don't come from the work being covered in the essay

5. Connect topic to work being covered in essay

6. Give thesis

Conclusions:


1.  Restate thesis


2.  Summarize topic sentences 


3.  Connect topic to the world outside of the work covered


4.  End with a thought provoking statement. 

