Autobiographies

     Below is a list of autobiographies that you might want to read for your upcoming compare/contrast essay.  This is not an exhaustive list and you may choose ones not on the list.  If you make your own choice, you need to run it by me for approval.  I would like you to choose ones that have literary, historical, or intellectual merit.  Popular biographies by sports or entertainment celebrities probably wouldn’t be a good choice.

The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: An American Slave: This is the best of the slave narratives.

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl: This is the slave narrative of Harriet Jacobs.  It is unique in that it combines the convention of the slave narrative with the techniques of the sentimental novel.

Dust Tracks on a Road: This is the life of Zora Neal Hurston, an African American writer who criticized Richard Wright.

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings: This is the life of Maya Angelou, an African American woman talented in many areas.  It is a district-approved book and I have many copies.

Angela’s Ashes: A recent Pulitzer Prize winning book, this is the life of Frank McCourt who grew up in poverty in Ireland and longed to come to America.

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin: This is a classic autobiography of one of America’s founding fathers.

The Things They Carried: Tim O’Brien is a current author and this is his account of his time in the Vietnam War.

Woman Warrior: This is the story of Chinese American Maxine Hong Kingston.  She is an English professor at UC Berkeley and a highly respected author.

Hunger of Memory: This is the story of Richard Rodriguez, a Mexican American author.

The Journal of John Woolman: Woolman was an eighteenth century American Quaker who protested against slavery.   

Traveling Mercies: Anne Lamott is a contemporary author and essayist who shares her thoughts on faith.  She is known for being paradoxically reverent and irreverent. 

