Labrador Vocabulary Survey

Joey Flowers, McGill University, Montreal


Thank you for taking the time to participate in my study, “The Labrador Vocabulary Survey.”  This questionnaire is part of a project for a course (LING 521:Dialectology) I am taking at McGill University in Montreal under the supervision of Professor Charles S. Boberg, Ph.D.  When you are filling out the survey, please choose the answer that you most often use in your normal speech, rather than the answer that you feel is the correct answer.  
I assure you that your answers will remain confidential; names will never be associated with data.  You have no obligation to participate.  You may withdraw from the study at any time, for any reason.  If you have any concerns about the study, you may contact Dr. Boberg at: charles.boberg@mcgill.ca.  I will compile the results and write a descriptive report of the vocabulary of Labrador English, which I shall make available to you, should you be interested.  

As I mentioned above, please choose the answer that you most often use in your normal speech, rather than the answer that you feel is the correct answer.  If your answer is “other”, please type in what you would normally use.  The easiest way to participate would be to download this document, indicate your answer in a BOLD font, and send it back to me at labrador.english@gmail.com.  As I will be getting many replies, please change the document name to “yourintialsyourtown.doc” for example, mine would be “jpfmontreal.doc”.  Alternatively, you could print it out, fill it out by hand, and mail it to me at:

Joey Flowers

65 Sherbrooke East, #305

Montreal, QC

H2X 1C4
Again, I thank you for your participation, and look forward to hearing from you! 

First, some information on you, so I can see how age, sex, and other factors affect people’s choice of answers:
Name (optional)_____________________________.  Year of birth: 19________.  Sex:   F  M. 

Where did you grow up, from age 4 to 18?  (If you moved, indicate your ages in each place.) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you live anywhere else since the age of 18 to now?  If yes, please indicate where and ages in each place:


__________________________________________________________________________________

Where do you live now? ________________________________________________________________________________.

Which of the following terms best describes your primary ethnic or racial identity?  Inuit, Innu, Metis, White (Scottish, Irish, English, Other: ______________), Other: ____________________________.

What is (or was) your occupation?  _______________________________________________________________________.

Do you have a high school diploma? 

 No / Yes / In Progress
Do you have a certificate from a community college?
No  / Yes / In Progress
Do you have a university degree (Bachelor’s)?
 No / Yes / In Progress

Do you have a graduate degree (Master’s or Ph.D.)? 
 No / Yes / In Progress

1. When ice forms on a body of water, it is:

Frozen

Froze

Fast

Other:______________
2. Something that is not very far away is:

Close (-by)
Handy

Near (-by)
Other:______________

3. Playful fighting usually between children is called:

Horsing around
Rough housing
Rampsing (around)

Other:_____________

4. To apply pressure or force in order to make something flat:

Smoosh
Flatten

Squat

Squash

Other:_____________

5. A small shelter used while out trapping:

Tilt

Cabin

Hut

Shack Other:_______________

6. A tart red colored small berry harvested in the fall:

Redberry
Partridgeberry

Mountain Cranberry

Other:_________________

7. A person who is slow of mind can be described as:
Stunned
Gullible
Stupid

Dim

Other:_____________

8. A little biting fly that comes out especially after a rain shower:

Mosquito
Nipper

Garnipper 

Other:________________

9. A quantity of zero is:

Narn

None

Nare

Other:________________

10. In a short time from now:

(Now) the once

Soon

By and by 
In a moment
In a minute
Other:________________
11. A child who talks back to his or her parents is:

Saucy  

Smart

Lippy

Other:________________
12. Someone who takes themselves to be in the upper class, believes himself or herself to be:

Grand

Big

Upper crust
Other:________________
13. When your backside loses feeling from sitting for too long, it becomes:

Dunch

Numb

Asleep

Other:________________
14. To make an error is to:

Bugger up
Mess up
Screw up
Goof

Flub

Make a mistake

Other:________________
15. A person who is easy to make cry is:

Sooky

a cry-baby
Tissuey 
Other:________________
16. The area of the back of the body that is below the lower back and above the upper legs:

Starn

Bum

Arse

Rear
Ass

Other:________________
17. An orange berry, similar in appearance to a raspberry, often used in making jam:
Bakeapple
Cloudberry
Arpik

Other:________________
18. A pan fried piece of bread dough:

Flummy
Toutin

Other: :________________
19. Lose bowel movements:

Scutters
Runs

Diarrhea 
Other:________________
20. Regular, healthy bowel movements:

Poop

Unuk

Shit

Other:________________
21. To launch an object from your hand towards something:
Throw

Heave

Toss

Other:________________

22. Expression of surprise and disbelief:

At!

Go on!

Not!

Eeee! Other:________________
23. A short break outdoors involving a small campfire and enjoying tea and toast:

Mug up
Boil up

Other:________________
24. An expression meaning “to a high degree,” as in “I’m _______ tired.”

Right

Some

Real

Very
Really

Ugly

Other:________________
25. Not perfectly lined up:

Squish

Askew

Crooked
Squint


Other:________________
26. A small baby salmon:

Peel

Small salmon
Other:________________
27. Small breaking waves:

Lops

White caps
Chop 

Other:________________
28. An expression meaning “I was not being serious.”

Nah-b’y
Psyche

Just kidding
Just joking

Just joshing
Other:________________
29. A person who is in a bad mood can be described as:

Crousty
Crooked
Grouchy
Grumpy Other:________________
30. A non-specific mixed breed of dog:
Crackie
Mutt

Mongrel
Other:________________
31. Something that costs a lot of money is:
Dear

Expensive
Pricey

Costly


Other:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​:________________
32. To get a person to pay attention to what you are about to say, you might say:
Hark!

Hey!

Listen!

Other:________________
33. Describes a person feeling resentment:
Mad

Cross

Angry

Vexed

Other:________________
34. To cause a glass of water to topple over:

Waste

Spill

Tip over
Other:________________
35. A vessel used for drinking water or other cold liquids:

Tumbler
Cup

Glass

Other:________________
36. One (1) aboriginal person from Arctic Canada, for example, Nain or Iqaluit:

Inuit

Inuk
Eskimo
Other:________________
37. An aboriginal person from, for example, the towns of Natuashish or Sheshatshu:
Innu 

Indian

Montagnais
Naskapi Other:________________
38. A platform with skis that is towed behind a motorized vehicle used on the snow:

Komatik
Toboggan
Sled

Other:________________
39. A motorized vehicle with skis and a rotating track, used in the winter on the snow:

Snowmobile
Ski-doo
Sled
Other:________________
40. Material ingested for nutritional purposes:

Food

Grub

Other:________________
41. A person of European Descent:

White

Kablunak
Other:________________
42. Going down a hill while sitting on a sled:

Sliding

Randying
Sledding
Tobogganing

Other:________________
43. The night of November 5th:

Bonfire night

Guy Fakes Night
November 5th
Other:________________
44. Going from house to house dressed in silly clothes and dancing around, usually around Christmas time:

Mummering
Jannying
Other:________________
45. A non-dairy, oil-based product used as a spread on toast.  Brands include Becel, Fleischmann’s, and Eversweet:
Butter

Margarine
Other:________________
46. A small bug that lives in a dirty head of hair:

Kumuks
(Head) lice
Ticks

Other:________________
47. Something that is very delicate and requires extra special care when handling is:
Tatchy

Sensitive
Touchy
Other:________________
48. A large biting fly with a thick body of about 1cm long and large wings:


Stout

Horse-fly
Wasp

Other:________________
50. A tube of tobacco with a filter on one end that you ignite and suck on to extract the resulting smoke

Cigarette
Smoke

Stemmo
Other:________________
51. To absorb water, like what rice does when cooked, or what dry wood does when soaked in water:

Plemm/Plim
Expand
Soak

Other:________________
…Survey continued below.

For this part, please answer two questions for each of the numbers below.  Please indicate your answer by highlighting your answer and putting it in BOLD font.  If your answer is “other”, please type in what you would normally use.
Which of these do you hear people say this in your area?  (a)  (b)  (c)

Which of these do you say yourself?(a)  (b)  (c)
1. (a) I loves eating salmon.
(b) I love eating salmon.
(c) Other:____________________________

Which of these do you hear people say this in your area?  (a)  (b)  (c)

Which of these do you say yourself?(a)  (b)  (c)
2. (a) I’m always eating salmon.
(b) I always bees eating salmon.
(c) Other:____________________________

Which of these do you hear people say this in your area?  (a)  (b)  (c)

Which of these do you say yourself?(a)  (b)  (c)
3. (a) Is you going with me?

(b) Are you going with me?

(c) Other:____________________________

Which of these do you hear people say this in your area?  (a)  (b)  (c)  (d)
Which of these do you say yourself?(a)  (b)  (c)  (d)
4. (a) Where’s your house to?

(b) Where’s your house at?

(c) Where’s your house?

(d) Other:____________________________

Which of these do you hear people say this in your area?  (a)  (b)  (c)
Which of these do you say yourself?(a)  (b)  (c)
5. (a) We were in Rigolet last week.

(b) We was in Rigolet last week.

(c) Other:____________________________


Which of these do you hear people say this in your area?  (a)  (b)  (c)  (d)
Which of these do you say yourself?(a)  (b)  (c)  (d)
6. (a) Yesterday I eat some toast.

(b) Yesterday I ate some toast.

(c) Other:____________________________


Which of these do you hear people say this in your area?  (a)  (b)  (c)  (d)
Which of these do you say yourself?(a)  (b)  (c)  (d)

7. (a) I don’t want no dinner.

(b) I don’t want any dinner.

(c) Other:____________________________

Which of these do you hear people say this in your area?  (a)  (b)  (c)  (d)
Which of these do you say yourself?(a)  (b)  (c)  (d)

8. (a) Pass me those boots.

(b) Pass me them boots.

(c) Other:____________________________

Thank you for your participation in this project.  If you have any comments or questions about the project or the survey, please write them in the space below.  I would especially appreciate anything you have to say about Labrador English, whether it be words that were not included in the survey, ways of pronouncing words that you know are special to your town or region, sayings that are unique to Labrador, or anything else you have to say.  What’s more, please spread this survey to as many Labradorians as you can, the more data I have, the better my results will be.  If you can, please print it off and pass copies around!  I appreciate your time and interest in the project!
