Introduction


The Gilded Age has been one of the toughest times in the United States history. Many people had suffered and learned from the experience what the Gilded Age is about. Many of these people have been famous authors such as Mark Twain, Frank Norris, Edward Bellamy, and Upton Sinclair. All of these authors have one thing in common, is to show the world what greed and the corruption can bring to humanity. The following novels show how the Gilded Age brought inhumane conditions and hard labor just for one man’s riches.
The Octopus, Frank Norris

This book by Frank Norris has been written in the late 1800’s talking about the farmer life and their goals. In the story, a man named Presley, who searches for his place to be a poet; but finds him self being surrounded by the farm land and the angry farmers who want more out of their land and the government. Farmers have been living on farm land for a long time and have never complained much, until the railroads had showed up and introduced a new way for farmers to make money by transporting their wheat around the country. In one way, railroad companies had been the antagonists, who wanted to cut their workers wages and charge the farmers a high fee for transport in which cases they could not afford. In the other way, farmers wanted too much for their achievements and caused this on them selves. This is what led Frank Norris to write this novel, to show the struggle of the daily hard working farmer and the rich monopolies such as rail roads.

During the Gilded Age, many people got rich by exploiting the weak or the farmers and immigrants. Most people who got exploited had no other choice; they had to support them selves and their family. This material makes the novel connected with the Gilded Age by showing real evens that happened in during the time and during the author’s experience. This novel is a long and complicated novel, based on an actual even in 1880 between farmers in California's San Joaquin valley and the Southern Pacific Railroad.

Next Book explantaion……
