Life of a Goodguys! store Associate.
Living a life from scrap trying to barely hang on and counting every penny to make it through another day without going in debt is extremely hard. People do manage to live in such conditions, but with major life sacrifices and regrets such as not being there for their kids when they need them because they have to work to support them, or making sure that your children do well at school or that you will one day be able to retire and live happy. There are some short cuts that you can take and be lucky enough to find a some what well supporting job such as an apartment manager and a roommate to take care some of the spending on food and additional money for expenses. Event though the life might seem on the edge and dangerous, it could be changed if time is taken to find education on the weekends or evenings.
The initial expectations were that we should be able to survive of our jobs and the weekly paychecks that we received for working full time on a minimum wage job. Also support my self and the roommate with a child, provide food, health care, entertainment, and some money for left over. Since we are living as a group we can support one another by splitting the cost and not spending a large amount for the rent which is one of the most expensive components in one’s life.
Most of the expectations were met due to the fortunate discovery of a job and a roommate which had provided almost half the expenses that one would have to cover. Because of this job, less money would be spent on rent and utilities and more on food, healthcare, entertainment, clothing, phone, transportation, and some leftovers for rainy day situations. Although one cannot support them self alone with this job, they must have another to provide with additional amount of money, which on minimum wage not having to pay for rent and utilities, is just fine. One is depended on the other, if one fails than the other falls with them.
The typical day in the life of a full time sales associate at good guys! is quite difficult do to the demand of the costumer which includes pleasing the costumer at all times and knowing how to deal with their problems and questions about the product. Even though the job dose not pay for all the work that is done at the store; it helps to maintain somewhat livable condition. Before coming to work, I must wake up at 7am to make the 8am bus, and then make it to work on time around 9am. If I do miss the bus than I can possibly get written up and in the worst case fired if it is done a few times. Then after the eight hour shift, I must once again get on the bus to make it home around six o’clock in the afternoon, where I can get some rest and make dinner for my self and occasionally for the roommate’s kid. Although it is difficult to take the bus back and forth to work knowing that one day of being late for your bus can cause you your job, it pays off when you receive that check and please you’re self with a purchase that you want and can afford.
At the job, there are a lot of responsibilities that must be accomplished and all task kept up in order to keep your job, especially knowing that if you do loose your job for any reason, you will loose your home and end up living on the street with no food or protection, and placing another person in danger of the same situation. No matter how hard the job gets you must keep your responsibility for your self and your roommate to keep on going and use this job as a stepping stone for the record of experience.
Life is tough when you work it paycheck to paycheck, being patient and anxious to receive that money to pay off your bills and feed your self and your roommate. But when you are inexperienced and live in the working poor class, this paycheck is well enough to support both of us and the child do to the roommate’s fortunate job as an apartment manager who is provided with rent and utilities.
As the budget goes, it is not enough to live on it forever. It is way too stressful to keep up with and most importantly not safe. It will keep you in one spot for the rest of your life not being able to move on and earn enough to live a worry-free life. Experience and education is needed to move on, when that is accomplished and we have a degree than the daily ‘working poor class’ lifestyle would change for the best.
