Advanced Placement Study Guide #28-33
Hard Times by Charles Dickens
28.
Gradgrind has found his daughter to be raised wrong with too much pressure, and without affection which she needed to grow up to be mentally healthy. He tries to be nice to her and to comfort her with words of his failure and his wrong doing, but he has no effect on her because what he has done to her cannot be replaced. His concluding words which he has said to Luisa meant that he wants to try to help her and give her the missing feelings which her heart desires, but he cannot change from his factual life style to deep fantastical and imaginatively emotional state of mind. He grew up on facts and that is all he knows and he will not be able to change the ground on which he stands with the facts; not understanding that heart is needed to feel like a human being.
29.
Sissy has a strong influence over Harthouse with her innocence and purity. She asks him to leave town for Luisa’s sake of well being, and that he should never come back. At first it sounds as though this is some sort of nonsense and foolish request, but at the end he becomes convince just because Sissy has a soul of firmness and purity. He sees that she will not ask him without any reason unless she meant it. Harthouse saw it in her eyes that she was an open minded and honest person, and took her words for his decision to part Coketown.
30.
Mrs. Pegler turned out to be Mr. Bounderby’s mother which never abandoned him as a child, but rather had loved him and took care of him until he left her for his wealth. Dickens foreshadows some of this information every time Mrs. Pegler is mentioning the name of Bounderby; he creates the suspence which gives the appearance of Mrs. Pegler as being associated with Bounderby. Every time that Pegler would hear that Bounderby would be around and would see her soon, she would become nervous and anxious; showing that she must have some sort of a connection with this man. Throughout the novel, Dickens makes Bounderby look as though he is too good to be true; including his constant story telling that creates an image of suspicion and a sudden appearance of Mrs. Pegler who claims that she comes to see him once a year and enjoy his appearance with her heart.
31.
Stephen Blackpool’s fatal ending is symbolized as a religious figure trying to do the right thing. He tried to clear up his name and tell everyone that he is an innocent and truthful man who would not brake or cross the right line. The death of this man represents the corruption and selfishness of the public which shows no concern for this man, only to find ways to drop their despise on him because he is a man who would not fight the argument. Because of such harsh treatment, Stephen takes refuge in the stars which give him hope and the mental support that he needs to keep up with his life. Stars create a picture of strength and joy in his mind and heart, which symbolizes religious figure like in him. This figure is represents as being honest, peace loving, hard working, hopeful, and acceptable man.
32.
Both Tom and Bitzer have been raised under Mr. Gradgrinds system of facts. They have both grew up and learned their lessons from the same perspective of the same person. Bitzer ends up betraying Tom and decides to turn him in for his accusation of the robbery of the bank. Because of their education, they both end up being corrupted in the mind, one being a heartless emotion dead person and other an unsatisfied selfish money seeking gambler and robber. Their ends are traceable to their begging because of their start of their factual life, and the resulting end of their factual life.
33.
Luisa and Sissy end up becoming free from the hard life style of confusion and ignorance. Sissy has always been truthful to her deep inside feelings, and with a strong soul she managed to survive though all the hatred and accusation which was placed on her daily by her teachers and Luisa. Sissy had a struggle of not being able to understand the subjects which were taught to her, brought Luisa to her for refuge at the end. This shows the difference of both characters as one suffering and ending up happy at the end and other content with her life and confused and hurt at the end trying to find her ways to fulfill her emotional gaps. Luisa spends her time with Sissy’s kids and family to find her missing pieces which she had lost in her childhood due to her inhumane factual education. Even though Sissy was brought up in the facts, she could never interpret them enough to make them part of her true self and life.
