Advanced Placement Study Guide #1-19
Hard Times by Charles Dickens
1. 
Utilitarianism, as defined by Jeremy Bentham is the opportunity for everyone to have a choice to increase pleasure or decrease pleasure. Every single human being’s life is based on this principle of Utility; there is no way to escape it or to control it because of human nature of being. Humans are subjects to pain and pleasure, and Utility is what defines this matter. When a man commits an action, it will be judged upon its meaning and outcome; whether it is good or bad, Utility will cover. Utility is something that cannot be defined or recreated and called something else, because even if you take a single idea from Utility then you have therefore used Utility in some form and gave it another name. This principle applies to everything that the human being does, including governmental laws and the judgment in the community and of the community. When laws are created, they must have either a good or bad outcome, which is based on Utility’s pain and pleasure. The community is also a place where Utility is found, only with certain conditions such as: the judgment of the community can only be based on the composed opinion or interest of the majority in the community and never on the single individual interest.
2.
Chapter 5 of John Stuart Mill had explained his views of what his problem was and what the solution is. His ‘object of life’, was his only source of life; something that he lived, based his mind, and put his heart on. His goal was to change the world, and to make him self and others happy. What he did not realize until the end, was that life is based on balance and can not be concentrated on one subject which can easily disappear and leave one in severe depression and a worthless though of being of no use.

His thoughts and whole life has been placed on one thought only, which made him vulnerable to everything else around him. He did not look out on life as being in a form of a balance, but rather on the ways that made him happy. Developing his ideas and studies how to change the world distracted him from doing things that really made him happy.

When the day came to him, telling him that everything that he did in his life and his life goal had no meaning and it did not really make him happy, he fell in deep depression. Because of him not balancing his life out and only concentrating on one subject, he became lost and broken because he had no where else to turn too due to his goal being no longer what he wanted it to be.


He realized after his tragedy, that life is based on balance. Life can not be based only on happiness, but must have the opposite to make it equal. Also keeping your self fully depended and filled with hubris on the object would not let you have a happy life because of the fear that you can easily fall if something went wrong and nothing will be there to catch you.

The cure that Mill’s placed on him self was that he and others should not place their mind in a state of isolation from the world and a seek of self happiness, but live life with a balance and have acceptance from someone or something and be there when ever you are trip and fall. If he only let his mind wonder off in different directions and explore more that one idea, than he would not end up in the presents of his tragedy.

4.
As the novel opens in the classroom, there are children who are though nothing but facts. The owner of the school, Mr. Gradgrind and his associate Mr. McChoakumchild who is the teacher at the school, direct their message to the children that life is nothing but a fact and fact is what they must learn without any wonder or imagination. Because of such hard conditions, utilitarianism and science begins to show as the way in for the hard cold facts that pollute their young imaginative minds. There must be a balance and a way for them to do things that make them happy.
5.
This metaphor compares children’s minds to little vessels that are empty and weakly educated because of their young age, ready to be filled with hard cold information of the facts as though it was blood filling up the vessels.
6.
Chapter II is titled “Murdering the Innocents” because of the children’s young mind which is filled with wonder and need of exploration on their own way of though, being destroyed with such a cruel way where they are denied of what they need and stuffed with what they must know, “fact”. They no longer have a memorable childhood of fun, but a cold memory of nothing but facts.

7.
The symbolism of the ray of light which shines upon Sissy and Bitzer is that it places them in the spotlight, one being wondrous and courageous, and other completely washed in facts; just as though they were two colors of black and white.

8.
The argument of having horses and flowers on the wallpaper and floor is a complete outrage to Mr. Gradgrind and his associate Mr. McChoakumchild because they have never heard of such in a fact; this is part of imagination and creativity which has no connection with facts. If horses can run on walls, only then they can be on walls; if flowers would grow on the floor, only then they can be on the floor, otherwise they have no meaning of even considered to be placed as an image on wallpaper or as a carpet. Imagination and utility with science are separate with one fact of creativity; imagination has no limit or main idea while science is based on facts and rules.
9.
Luisa claims that she is tired but of what not knowing. She desires to see the circus because her wondrous mind can’t keep her away from it. The reason why she claims she is tiered but not knowing why is because she is confused that all her life she was taught nothing but fact with no imaginative entertainment, and now her mind jumped out like that and shocked her with her curiosity.

10. 
Mr. Bounderby insists that he is a self-made man of fortune and power. Just as Horatio Alger stories talk about people rising from rags to riches, Mr. Bounderby talks about his childhood as being abandoned by his mother in a ditch and raised by a drunken grandmother who never took care of him, to rise and have the status that he has now. Even though he tells his sad story to people, he does nothing to help others. He pretends to be humble but never shows or acts to it, earning a title of “Bully of humility”.
11.
Malthus and Adam Smith were men who wrote and contributed to the Gilded Age ideas such as the danger of over population and the idea of laissez-faire policy. Gradgrind might have selected these names for a reason of facts referring to what these men wrote, that overpopulation is a fact of problems and that government should not interfere with corporations. These men wrote to perfect the facts of life, without any imaginative way which Mr. Gradgrind believes it should be.

12. 
Coketown is a place where men and women live for survival in this town you are nobody but a working person trying to survive and earn your self enough money for food. Just as the people, streets are dull and dark, everything is alike and nothing ever changes. The whole city is filled with machinery and pollution that is produced from it, destroying and killing life with its hard time as thought they were predators in the jungle.

The machinery that is in this town is compared to the elephants, as though they are large and slow and hard working. Everyday they do same thing over and over, creating large amount of black smoke that fills the town as though it were snakes that hiss with poisonous venom.


Streets have no character in them, they all look alike. Every building is a replica of the one next to it; even churches have the same structure as the steel factory across the street. They are all created from the same dirty red bricks that once were red but now are dark gray and black due to the cities massive pollution.

The people of this town have no time for creativity or time to change; all their time is spent in work and trying to survive. They have no other way out but hard work in these elephant like factories and break their backs for cheap pay. They are considered as being ‘Hands’ of the town, because they have no choice of what type of work they will do.

The town of Coketown is the central industrial town, where a man is dull is its dark streets, where one wakes up to work and nothing but work. This town is industry only, even though people try to follow up on religion, they find almost no time or change in their life due to the hard conditions of their life and poverty.
13. 
Pegasus Arms is a place where the circus workers stay. This place is filled with imaginative objects and minds. The inn symbolizes the creative and out of the ordinary place in Mr. Gradgrind’s mind of facts. Pegasus Arms is a house of warm moral freedom; where as Stone Lodge is a cold prison of isolating facts. 
14. 
The circus people have been raising Sissy since she was a child. They all took care of her and taught her everything that she knows, including her ways to be imaginative and curious. Everyone is the circus is like a family, but Mr. Gradgrind once again has no understandment of such, because a family is consisted of a mother and a father and children, factual family. Circus people are mostly uneducated due to their nature of work as entertainment which involves them to use their imaginary part of the mind than the educated part which they don’t have and do not. This stands against Mr. Gradgrind’s and Mr. Bounderby’s ideas and believes. 
15.
The psychological relationship between Bounderby and Mrs. Sparesit is that she came from a highly rich family, but had dropped down on her status, so Bounderby believes that she belongs in his house because they are both of the same high status.
16.
Mistakes that Sissy makes at school are basic human mistakes. What she conffeses to Luisa is basic mistakes of not knowing the answers, and not being able to memorize the material that she is learning. This is satirized in a way that a human especially a little girl can’t and should not make mistakes, and is expected to learn the same way as everyone else does. Sissy blames her self that she is not intelligent and stupid because she can’t be like everyone else, and confirmed by Luisa.

17.
The term “Hands” is used to represent a hard working man who will work for almost anything doing the worst labor just to make a living. These views come from the higher and richer people such as Mr. Bounderby, because they have no care for them or what type of work they do, as long as it is done. 
18.
Dickens uses Stephen Blackpool to satirize the unfairness of the legal system by showing how a man has no choice in marriage, to divorce or to marry any time he wishes. He has to suffer and live with his mistake because he did not know the outcome of it. He attacks the legal system because it is unfair and does not benefit the average man.
19.
Bounderby states his views and gives answers to Stephen for his questions but with negativity and not helping a bit. His proposal to wedding comes out to be that only the rich have the ability to do what they like including getting a divorce. If you are poor and you are in a bad marriage, than it is your fault and you screwed up and you will live with it because it your problem and you can’t step away from it because you have no money or power to do so.
