Samson: The problem of being ‘ worldly ‘
Pual says: ‘ Everything that people wrote in the past was to teach us. They wrote those things so that we could have hope.  That hope comes from the patience and strength that the Bible gives to us – Romans 15:4

1. what ‘ being worldly ‘ means :

· to want things to please ourselves

· to want the things that we see

· to be too proud of the things that we have

2. Samson had many ‘ spiritual advantages :

· he came from a good home ( Judges 13:8 , 13:12 )

· he had an attractive nature ( Judges 13:24-25, vs. Moses had done – Hebrews 11:25)
· he had a good religious tradition ( Judges 13:3-5, Numbers 6:2-8 )

· he had true experience of the Holy Spirit’s power in his life ( Judges 14:6, 19 and 15:4 )

· he had some experiences of answers to his prayers ( Judges 15:18-19 )

3. The direct cause of Samson’s failure

· he did not obey God’s word

· he did not love God’s people

· he did not give honor to God

Samson’s marriage
1. had a disastrous marriage with a Philistine woman

· this led to a cycle of revenge, in which the Philistines killed Samson’s wife and her father and in turn Samson killed even more Philistines.

Did Samson learn from his mistake ?

2. fall in love with Delilah, another Philistine woman.

· Samson was lying to Delilah three times about what will take away his strength.

Is that a healthy relationship to lie to your spouse / family / friend ?
· finally tell Delilah the truth: that his great strength comes from his consecration to the Lord as a Nazirite, “ from birth until the day of his death “ ( numbers 13:7 ) Samson’s hair was never to be cut.  His long hair is a symbol of his dedication to the Lord.

Does anything can be higher than your dedication to the Lord ?

As we read Samson’s story, it is easy to dismiss him as the perfect comic book superhero – a man with a lot of strength and very little brain.
· first, he marries a woman who betrays him before the wedding feast is over.

· Later, he spent a night with a Philistine prostitute whose house is quickly surrounded by enemies.

· Finally, he falls in love with Delilah and lives with her, leading eventually to his imprisonment and death.

Does he ever learn ???

For Samson’s story is really our story, don’t we also make the same mistakes over and over again ? 

For Samson’s story is really our story, Delilah is that simple, stubborn bad habit that we continue to fall into ??

Unfortunately, Samson’s story does not have a happy ending. When we continue to live in ways we know we shouldn’t, it damages both ourselves and others, just as Samson both killed others and was himself killed in his revenge against the Philistines.
Do you have any habit that damages yourself and others ?

Comparison among Samson, Joseph and David

Joseph and Potiphar’s wife ( Genesis 38: 6 – 12)

David and Bathsheba ( 2 Samuel chapter 11, 12: 16 – 17 )
Samson’s marriage

What is the difference among them ??

Application
What is your principle of making friend ?

What would you do if your parents have different opinion of your friend ?

Do you have the experience of learning a lesson from your mistake ?  please describe it.

What would you do if you see your friend repeating his / her mistake ?
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