Wasted Talents and Obedient Hearts
Introduction
     The Bible told many stories of God’s servants.  Most of them are faithful to the assignments God gave them but some of the leaders God hand picked failed. The Bible did not cover their failures.  Instead, it recorded their failures, their judgments and how they were forgiven.  Tonight we are going to use Samson as an example to see what cause him to fail and how we can avoid making the same mistakes.  

Summaries of Samson’s life (Judges 13 – 16)
1. Samson was born at the time when they were under the oppression of Philistines for 40 years. (Judges 13:1)
2. God told Samson’s parents of his mission and the rules to raise him up before he was born.  

Read Judges 13:5 

Identity:  The boy is to be a Nazirite, set apart to God from birth 

Mission:   He will begin the deliverance of Israel from the hands of Philistines.

Rules to follow: Drink no wine or other fermented drink

                            Do not eat anything unclean

                            No razor may be used on his head

3. When he grew up, he was blessed by God.  He was strong and smart.
4. Samson’s first sign of compromise – try to marry a Philistine women and friend with enemies, disobey his parents’ advice.

Compromise is the first step to drift away from God.

5. God still bless him despite his disobedience -  he killed a lion with bare hand

6. Samson disregarded God’s rule to him – he ate honey came from lion’s dead body 

Sin is like cancer – it grew deeper and faster once it is ‘activated’

7. He was betrayed by his Philistine ‘friends’. In his anger, he burned the grains of Philistines using 300 foxes.  Later, he killed 1000 Philistines using a donkey’s jaw bone. 
      Although he ‘did’ his job in defeating the Philistines, his attitudes was wrong.

He never mentioned of doing this to fulfill God’s mission or to deliver his fellow Israelites.  He did it to revenge for himself.  

Judges 15:11 “…..I merely did to them what they did to me”
8. During this time, God continue to bless him with strength, intelligence and protections when he cried out.  God also let him lead Israelites for 20 years. 

God’s plan will still be carried out even through his disobedient servants.  The difference is that the obedient servants will receive their rewards but the disobedient servants will not.
Esther 4:13-14 pointed out clearly that an assignment from God unfulfilled may bring bad life to you and your family.  

"Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?"
9. Instead of repenting his sins and live a life as a ‘Nazirite’.  Samson continues allow himself be controlled by his lust.  He was unselective of who he hung out with, he did not repent over the rules he broke and he took lightly of the missions God entrusted in him.  
a. He went to Philistine’s area (Gaza) to spend the night with a prostitute and almost harmed by Philistines.  

b. He fell in love with Delilah whom is not an ideal mate to him.  Delilah did not believe the Lord he is serving and she betrayed him for money.  The evidence of her deceitfulness is so clear and yet Samson continues to ignore the truth.  Eventually Delilah was able to get the secret of Samson’s strength from him, cut his hair, made him lost his strength and be captured by Philistines.
Read Judges 16:4-22

Do not think you can handle ‘unbelievers’ or play with ‘enemies’.  Given enough time they will pull you down sooner or later.
Be aware of what people ask from you in the name of  ‘LOVE’

c. God’s spirit left him and he did not even know.

Judges 16:20

He awoke from his sleep and thought, "I'll go out as before and shake myself free." But he did not know that the LORD had left him.

He is so distant to God that he did not even know when God left him. 
10. The Philistines captured Samson and poked out his eyes. They ridiculed him and our Lord.  "Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands."  What shame he brought to God, his people and other people who believed in God.

11. He cried out to God for his strength and pulled down the entire building and killed thousands of Philistines-more than when he was alive.  He also died during the incident.  Although he somewhat fulfilled his given mission, he could have done so much more and receive rewards in haven and on earth.  The saddest thing is that even at the end he still did not seem to ‘get’ what went wrong.  He failed to see how he wasted his talents and blessings and missing out the big blessing waiting for him.
Judges 16:28 :"O Sovereign LORD, remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes." 

 He was only thinking of his own revenge.
Actions Samson took that leads to his falling:

a. Compromise

b. Start from small matters but unconfessed sin only grew bigger and deeper

c. Unselective of who he hung out with.  Disregard of who he is, what his missions in life are and rules laid out for him to follow.

d. Distance to God.
How his actions leads to his fall
1. Disregard God’s commands by marrying Philistine girl.  He touched and ate things from the dead body (unclean food).
2. Insensitive to God’s spirit and his sin.  We did not see a true repentance in Samson’s life

3. Compromise leads to total destruction 

a. Alliance with enemy

b. Aware that his Philistine women were trying to sell he to Philistine but trusting himself can ‘handle’ it.  In other words, he is so arrogant that he thinks he can play with the enemy and not get burnt.

4. Allow lust to take control.  His lust with women is his fetal weakness, like kryptonite to superman and the heel of Achilles.
Other God’s servants who failed
· Saul:  Handsome, strong, start well but let pride take over.  Lost his obedient heart and lost God’s spirit

· Solomon: Wisest man ever lived but wasted the blessings that was given him.

They have several things in common:

1. God chose them either early in their lives or before they were born with clear expectations.

2. Blessed with many special talents

3. Good family background.  Their parents feared God and raised them according to God’s principles.

4. Become famous and successful quickly and without much struggle.

5. Even after they sin, God still show grace to them and did not take away the blessings for a long time.

6. They may regret over their sin but did not repent.

Wasted Talents and Obedient Hearts Worksheet
1. Samson’s identity, mission and rules to live his life (Judges 13:5)

Identity : _________________________________________________


Mission : _________________________________________________

                         _________________________________________________

          Rules to live his life: ________________________________________

                         _________________________________________________

                         _________________________________________________
2. Write down three reasons of Samson’s failure

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

3. What can we do to avoid making the same mistakes as Samson

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________

