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rguyan@yahoo.com

http://www.geocities.com/rguyan (click Photo Editing for photos)

“No longer will you look at an image simply for what it is. From now on you’ll see what it can become.” – Mikkel Aaland

Photoshop Elements 2.0 Overview

Menu Bar (Window Menu – checkmark: Tools, Shortcuts, Options, File Browser, Status Bar)


Pallet Well


Preview Area, Photo Data


Help Contents, How To, Hints

Photoshop Elements Keyboard Shortcuts

1. Ctrl L – Levels dialog box

2. Ctrl = - Zoom in

3. Ctrl - - Zoom out

4. Ctrl 0 – Zoom out to normal size 

5. Left Bracket – Decrease brush size

6. Right Bracket – Increase brush Size

7. Hold down the spacebar when in zoom mode to pan with the mouse

8. Shift-drag the corner resize handles to maintain box proportions

9. Alt-click to obtain the clone sample

10. Shift-drag the rectangular/elliptical marquee to produce a square/circle

11. Ctrl N – New

12. Ctrl Shift N – New Layer

Histogram:

A graphic representation of the range of tones from dark to light in a photo. Some digital cameras include a histogram feature that enables a precise check on the exposure of the photo.
Demonstrations/Exercises

1. Photo-of-the-Day - Crop for a 6x4 print - Open My Pictures/Photo Editing/Xxx.jpg - Click on the Crop Tool, on the Options bar set Width=6 in and Height=4 in, crop for better composition, eliminating unnecessary pixels, using the Move Tool to position crop area, click the check mark or press Enter to confirm crop when you are satisfied – File/Save As, use a new name, jpg, quality 12, save on the Desktop - close the image without saving. 

Photo-of-the-Day - Crop and resize for email – set Width=4 in and Height=3 in – Image/Resize/Image Size, under Pixel Dimensions set Width=640 Height=480, click OK – File/Save As, use a new name, jpg, quality 6-8 to keep the file size less than 100k, save on the Desktop – close the image without saving

2. Scenic Blues – Enhance – Open My Pictures/Photo Editing/Blues.jpg –Try Image/Adjustments/Equalize and Enhance/Auto Levels and Enhance/Auto Contrast and Enhance/Auto Color Correction and Enhance/Adjust Brightness/Contrast/Levels (Ctrl-L) – adjust highlights (white point) & shadows (dark point) and finally the midtones (gray point) with sliders

3. Sierra Tint – Remove color cast – Open My Pictures/Photo Editing/Sierra1.jpg - Enhance/Auto Levels – Step Backward/Step Forward to see change – Enhance/Adjust Brightness/Contrast/Levels

4. Red-Eyed Children – Remove red eye and reflections – Open My Pictures/Photo Editing/Children.jpg - Image/Rotate 90 Right – Zoom Tool/Hand Tool – Navigation Pallet - Red Eye Brush Tool (set brush size just larger than red eye, then click on eye) – Clone Stamp Tool – remove fireplace reflections

5. X-Ray – Grayscale - Enhance/Adjust Brightness/Contrast/Brightness/Contrast – adjust sliders or Image/Adjustments/Equalize

6. Airplane rejoin – Open My Pictures/Photo Editing/Yak_1.jpg and Yak_2.jpg – Select/All right half – Edit/Copy – Image/Resize/Canvas Size (anchor at upper left, double the width) – Edit/Paste – Move Tool to position

7. Layers introduction – New 640x480 white background – Choose a light foreground color Select All Paint Bucket tool Click on background Select/Deselect – Open Layers pallet Layer/New/Layer Set foreground to red Rectangular Marquee tool Draw marquee Paint Bucket Click on marquee Deselect – repeat on same layer using green and Elliptical Marquee – repeat on another layer – reposition the objects using the Move tool so they overlap – change the stacking order of the layers and set opacity lower than 100%

8. Vignette by Fill – Open My Pictures/Photo Editing/Auntie.jpg -Image/Rotate/Custom 5 deg right – Elliptical Marquee (feather 60 px anti-aliased) – draw marquee – Select/Inverse – Edit/Fill (background white) – Select/Deselect – Crop Tool – File/Save

9. Vignette by Layers - Elliptical Marquee (feather 60 px anti-aliased) – draw marquee – Select/Inverse – open layer pallett – Layer/New Fill Layer/Solid Color ok pick color from the Color Picker – Crop Tool – File/Save As to .psd for further editing, to .jpg for final image

10. Mobile – color it – Open My Pictures/Photo Editing/Flowing… -open layer pallet - Magic Wand Tool tolerance 50 – select object to change – Layer/New Fill Layer/Solid Color OK pick color from Color Picker – repeat for other objects with solid color/gradient/pattern – Type Tool/Horizontal – type ‘Flensted’ across top

11. Create a photo collage - open the How To pallet from the pallet well – select Fun Stuff from the drop-down box – select Create a photo 

12. Collage – Animals – from the tool bar select new 640x480 pixels white background – open image to be added – 3 ways to add photos: move tool to add full photo, copy/paste a crop, or copy/paste a marquee – resize and position as desired – repeat to add other images to collage

13. Collage – Flowers – from the tool bar select new 8.5x11 inch white background – View/Rulers  - Layers Pallet – Layer/New/Layer – using the color picker set foreground green - gradient tool green to white opacity 50% drag from center of each side to center of sheet  - open first flower image select all copy close – paste in the active window – move tool size image to 4 inch wide and position near upper left – repeat for other two flowers and position artistically – add a title to upper right – Type Tool/Horizontal – center on 3 lines ‘Jim’s Beautiful Flowers’

14. Frame It  by canvas – open picture – set background to frame color - Image/Resize/Canvas Size width=height=60 pixels relative anchor center OK

15.  Frame It  layer styles – open picture – pull down Layer Styles Pallett – choose Inner Ridge Bevel – Layer/Layer Style/Style Settings adjust Bevel

16.  Frame It  shapes – open picture – Shape Selection Tool - Custom Shape Tool – Shape (from menu) - Rounded Square Frame – Move Tool – Crop Tool

17. Title It – open picture – Horizontal Type Tool – set style, font, color, size in px, etc

18. Colorful Text – New 5 in x 2 in transparent – Horizontal Type Tool Lucida Script 90 pt – Type: Aruba Move tool to center – Layer/New Fill Layer/Gradient group with previous layer OK – Angle 0 Gradient (upper left) OK – Save as .gif to preserve transparency

19. Adult Center Artistic – Open AC640x480.jpg Photo – Set foreground blue - Filter/Sketch/Graphic Pen - Stroke Length15 Light/Dark Balance 80 OK  or Enhance/Adjust Color/Remove Color or Enhance/Adjust Color/Hue/Saturation check colorize

20. Black Edge Effect – Open an image – Select the rectangular marquee, 15 px feather – draw a marquee leaving a small border – Select/Inverse – Layer/New Fill Layer/Solid Color, black – reduce opacity of the fill layer to 70%

21. Sierra Picture in Type – Open a New image 800x600 px transparent – Open Layers palette - Select Horizontal Type Tool Eras Bold 60 pt – Type ‘SIERRA’ commit – Select Move Tool resize text to fill frame commit – File/Open Photo – Image/Resize/Image Size to 800 px wide – Select Move Tool & Drag photo into type frame & resize to fill frame commit – make sure photo layer is selected & above type layer – Layer/Group with Previous – File/Save As jpg quality 9

22. Scenery in Leaf – Open Leaf image and resize to 640x480 – Open Layer palette - Zoom image Select Magic Wand tool and click on background – Select/Inverse to select leaf – Edit/Copy – New 640x480 transparent – Edit/Paste – Open a colorful image – Move Tool drag colorful image into Leaf and drop and fill frame – make sure colorful image is above leaf and selected - Layer/Group with previous – Move tool position colorful image as desired – Save as gif so that transparency is effective

23. Touch Up – Repair fold in a photograph

24. CLC Logo – New (600x600 white background) – open layer pallet - Type Tool 200 px Verdana – type a C – Layer/New/Layer – type an L – Move Tool L to intersect C – select C layer (in the layer pallet) – Layer/Duplicate Layer – Move Tool C to intersect with L – Crop Tool – File/Save

25. Amazing Circles – Choose an interesting colorful photograph – Rectangular marquee tool, fixed ratio 1:1, make a selection – Filter/Distort/Polar Cordinates, Polar to Rectangular, OK – Image/Rotate/180 – Select/Reselect, move selection to original selection – Filter/Distort/Polar Coordinates, Rectangular to Polar, OK, Viola! - Image/Crop – Select/Deselect

26. PDF Slideshow – File/Automation Tools/PDF Slideshow – fill in the dialog box

27. Web Photo Gallery  - Place the photos in a single folder - File/Create Web Photo Gallery –fill in dialog box: Style Simple - set Browse & Destination folders – Banner Site name Date Arial3 – Large Images check Resize Custom 640 Constrain Both Quality High check Filename Arial3 – Thumbnails Size Custom 150 Cols 4 Rows as needed check Filename Arial3

28. Shasta foliage – If you want to modify only part of a photo use an adjustment layer & a mask. Open the image & the layers pallet – Layer/New Adjustment Layer/Levels Name:Trees OK – adjust midtones slider to bring out trees in foreground OK. Now create a mask for the mountain & sky – make sure the Trees layer is selected in the layers pallet– click gradient tool set foreground to black select foreground to transparent gradient edit adjust opacity stop to 50% OK – drag from top of image (hold shift) until gradient covers sky & mountain.

29. Girl.jpg – Try different approaches to improving this photo – open the Layers pallet – use adjustment layers for five different approaches – levels and brightness/contrast on whole photo and levels, brightness/contrast and hue/saturation on just the face (select using magic wand, tolerance 60) – determine which adjustment you prefer.

30. Gorge.jpg – use levels to improve contrast – crop to improve composition – select trees on left (magic wand), use levels and/or color variations to make color more realistic.

31. File0002.jpg (family portrait) – select little sister in back using magnetic lasso – bring out facial expression using brightness/contrast.

32. Elderhostel group – If you want to modify only part of a photo use an adjustment layer & a mask - to lighten up the rear row use a gradient – Levels adjust midtones until rear row is lighter or Brightness/Contrast – Gradient black foreground to transparent  check reverse edit adjust opacity stop and color stop to 65% point – drag from top to bottom

33. Layers – the Doll – change hat

34. Photomerge – Cars

Homework Assignments

1. Swimmers – crop and remove board

2. Chelton 1 & Chelton 2 – combine

3. Vignette – your photo choice

4. CH1 – align & crop

5. Flowing… - your design & title

6. Niagara – improve lighting, foreground & background

7. Snowdog 1 – remove blue tint (like Snowdog 2)

8. Collage – use 4 to 6 of the Animals or your choice

9. B-2 over Sierra1 – paste the B-2 into the Sierra sky

10. Before & After – one of your own photos

