Article Site Builder (ASB)
About Article Site Builder

ASB is an efficient and convenient tool for creating content-rich web sites. ASB searches ArticleCity.com and GoArticles.com, two web sites with articles for free use. ASB builds a separate web page for each article you retrieve, and an index page with links to the article pages. ASB is easy to use: decide how many articles you want to collect, and choose the subject, and ASB takes care of the rest!

Don't worry, we will explain everything so that a non-technical person can use ASB with confidence, and we will also include tips for "advanced" users, indicated by the ► symbol.

► Quick Overview

1. Open the ASB page in your web browser

2. Enter the directory (web site folder) for the ASB results

3. Set maximum number of articles from each web site

4. Set maximum number of links on the index page(s)

5. Enter filtering words and/or phrases (optional)

6. Enter or select or paste the Article Template

7. Enter or select or paste the Index Template

8. Select subject category in one or both article web sites

9. Start Search

10. View article index page from link on results page

11. Preserve search results to prepare for next search

Getting Started

Open the index.php page in the ASB folder in your web browser. The top of the page looks like this
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Choose the directory to save generated Article Site Builder files

This is the where the results of an ASB search are saved. A directory is a folder on your web site. We will use the term "folder," since a lot of people's eyes glaze over when they see "directory." 

When you installed ASB, you should have created a folder named "output" inside the folder with the ASB files. This is the default folder name that appears at the top of the page when you start ASB. 

You should also have set the output folder's privileges when you created it. The privileges (also known as "permissions" or "attributes") protect a file or folder on your web site from unauthorized access, modification, or deletion. "Full write privileges" allow ASB to create the article and index files in the output folder.

You can enter a folder name other than "output,"  if you wish, as long as you have already created the folder inside the ASB folder, and you have granted all the privileges. 

► What does the "777" mean? 

Most web hosts use Unix or Linux server software, and use a three-digit number, known as "chmod," to set the permissions of a particular file or folder. A chmod setting of  "777" is required on the output folder for ASB. If your web site host has a Windows server, permissions are usually set by your host admin, so you may not be able to, or need to, set the output folder permissions yourself.

For more about creating the output directory (web site folder), and setting permissions, see the Installation instructions. 

For more about permissions see http://websiteowner.info/tutorials/server/permissions.asp
Choose the total number of articles to collect

Enter a number for the total number of articles you want to collect from each article web site. If you choose to search both web sites, the total articles retrieved will be double this number, since ASB will retrieve this number of articles from each web site. The default value for the total number of articles to collect when you start ASB is 50.

Choose the maximum number of links per index page

ASB creates index pages with a list of the article titles, which are programmed as links to the articles. When you click on an article title link, the article will display in your web browser.

Enter the maximum number of article links you want on each index page. If there are more articles than the maximum number of links, ASB will create additional index pages. The index pages are linked to each other by numbers (1, 2, 3 etc.) at the bottom of each index page.

The default value for the maximum number of article links when you start ASB is 25. If you use the default 50 for the total number of articles, and you search one article site, you will retrieve 50 articles, with two index pages – each index page will have 25 links to the articles. If you search both article sites for 50 articles each, you will get four index pages with 25 links on each page, and a total of 100 articles.

Choose the length for index page article title links
ASB shows the article titles as links to the articles on the index page(s). You may set the maximum length for the article title links as a number of characters (individual letters, numbers, spaces etc.).

The default value for the maximum length of index page article title links when you start ASB is 40. This length causes some of the longer article titles to be cut off at the end. 

You probably want to change the maximum length of index page article title links to 60 or 80, so that the article titles are entirely displayed on the index page(s).
Filter out unwanted words and phrases

You can prevent ASB from collecting articles containing words or phrases that you enter here. This can be useful for narrowing an article search. On the ASB page, the place to enter the filtered words and phrases is labeled "Discard articles with the following term(s):" Be sure to separate the words and/or phrases by commas.

Choose an Article Template Page

Moving down the ASB page, you will see 

[image: image2.png]Article Template Pages

Choose ONE Option

URL to article template (must be a fully qualified URL):

Select previously used templates
(NONE) v

Paste HTML for article template





ASB uses the article template page as a guide to create the page for each article. ASB comes with an article template page, named "article_template.html."

The first time you use ASB, type in the web address (or URL) of article_template.html into the box labeled " URL to article template." You need to put in the full web address, which should look something like this

http://yoursite/ArticleSiteBuilder/article_template.html

Replace "yoursite" with the domain (top-level address) of your web site; ArticleSiteBuilder should be the name of the folder where you installed ASB (if you installed ASB to another folder name, replace "ArticleSiteBuilder" with the name of that folder). Don't forget to begin with "http://," or ASB will not find the template file.

When you perform a search with ASB, the URL of the article template page is added to the drop-down menu labeled "Select previously used templates:" The next time you use ASB, you do not need to type in the URL of the article template page; you can select it from the drop-down menu.

► Using a custom Article Template Page

You may create your own Article Template Page (which must be saved or uploaded to your web site). You need to include these codes in your custom template:

%%%Title%%% 

will be replaced with the title of the article

%%%Author%%% 

will be replaced with the author of the article

%%%Article%%% 

will be replaced by the article body text

%%%Resource_Box%%%
will be replaced by the copyright

► Pasting in HTML for the Article Template Page

You may paste in the HTML code for the entire Article Template Page. You need to include the special codes above. This is useful for testing template page layouts, but the paste-in template will not become available in the drop-down list.
Choose an Index Template Page

Moving down the ASB page, you will see 
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ASB uses the index template page as a guide to create the index page(s), which have links to the articles. ASB comes with an index template page, named "index_template.html."

The first time you use ASB, type in the web address (or URL) of index_template.html into the box labeled "URL to index template." You need to put in the full web address, which should look something like this

http://yoursite/ArticleSiteBuilder/index_template.html

Replace "yoursite" with the domain (top-level address) of your web site; ArticleSiteBuilder should be the name of the folder where you installed ASB (if you installed ASB to another folder name, replace "ArticleSiteBuilder" with the name of that folder). Don't forget to begin with "http://," or ASB will not find the template file.

When you perform a search with ASB, the URL of the index template page is added to the drop-down menu labeled "Previously used templates:" The next time you use ASB, you do not need to type in the URL of the index template page, you can select it from the drop-down menu.

► Using a custom Index Template Page

You may create your own Index Template Page (which must be saved or uploaded to your web site). You need to include this code once in your custom template where you want the list of links to the article pages:

%%%Links%%%

will be replaced with the links to the article pages

► Pasting in HTML for the Index Template Page

You may paste in the HTML code for the entire Index Template Page. You need to include the special code above. This is useful for testing template page layouts, but the paste-in template will not become available in the drop-down list.
Select the article topics, and which site(s) to search

At the bottom of the ASB page, you will see
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ArticleCity.com and GoArticles.com are the names of the sites ASB searches for articles. Select the category you desire (you cannot select more than one category from each site). You may use either site, or both sites. Remember that if you search both sites, the number of articles retrieved will be double the number you entered for the maximum number of articles to collect from each article web site.

You must select at least one category from one site, or your search will not return any articles.

Check your settings

Go back to the top and check your settings. Make sure you have typed in Article and Index Template pages (or if you have used ASB previously, you may select the templates from the drop-down menus). Be sure you have selected a category from at least one of the article web sites.

Start your search

To start your search, click on the button labeled "submit" at the bottom of the page! It will take a minute or two for ASB to work its magic.

View your search results

ASB will generate a results page with a link to the new index page. The results page looks like this

[image: image5.png]



When you click on the link, you will see your new index page in your browser.

Here is a sample index page from a search of ArticleCity.com in the category "auto_and_trucks"
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IMPORTANT: Preserving your search results

When you perform a search, ASB creates the article and index files in the directory (web site folder) you specified at the top of the page. If you perform a new search, and send the results to the same folder, your previous index page(s) will be wiped out by the new search, although the article pages from the previous search will remain.

There are a couple of ways to preserve your search results.

· Create a new folder with a different name for the new search. Or you can rename the folder you used for the search, then create a new folder for the new search (now you can use the same folder name as you used for the previous search). Remember to set full privileges for the new folder.

· Move the files from the ASB results folder to a different folder. You may want to create a new folder for each ASB search, then move the index and article files after each search. After you empty the results folder by moving the files, you can use the same folder again for a new search.

If you don't want to keep your search results, it's still a good idea to delete all the files in the results folder. Otherwise, the article pages from the previous search will remain, even after a new search.

For more about creating the output directory (web site folder), and setting permissions, see the Installation instructions.

How can I use the ASB results on my web site?

The index page(s) are normal web pages. You can link to them from any other web page on your web site. You probably will want to just link to the first one, named "index.html."

A more elegant way to display the article and index page(s) would be to create a "frames" web page, with the index page(s) as the navigation menu, and the article pages appearing in the target frame.

► For more about using frames, see http://www.w3schools.com/html/html_frames.asp
Troubleshooting tips

What if I don't see a results page?

If you don't see the results page, with a link to your new index page, after you click on the submit button, something went wrong. Click on the back button in your browser to return to the ASB page and check all your settings. Make sure you have provided the correct article and index templates. 

I received an error message when I clicked on the link to the index page

This will happen when you do not select a category in either of the article sites. Click on the back button in your browser to return to the ASB page, and select a category in at least one of the drop-down lists at the bottom of the page,  under ArticleCity.com and/or GoArticles.com.







