America Number One

Is American really number one in the world?  According to John Stossel we are. We have more cars, planes, choices for food, medical and the list goes on.  We also have the biggest economy and the most power around the world. So the answer to that question should be easy. But does all that make Americans number one. But what people do not realize is the poverty, crime and many bad things America also have. So are we really number 1?


For a country to be successful it has to provide the normal requirements for life. For example food, shelter, and chance to take care of their loves ones. The truth to this according to Stossel is that most people live in poverty and without all these great things. What ABC and Stossel did was compare three places to see what makes a country number 1. They compared Hong Kong, India, and the United States. In India most of the population lives in slums
. Many of them survive by finding food in garbage’s. About 300 million people are without running water and electricity in this country.  The question is why do they have so little and Americans seem to be rich? They reason why India is so poor is because it over populated. But it’s that a valid reason. A country like Hong Kong is over populated, but it is rich. But why was Hong Kong so rich. In the fifties you could compare Hong Kong to India. Nobel price and economist Milton Freedman says that Hong Kong should treat everybody a lesson. Freedman says the one key factor to the boom was freedom. But when people think about freedom they think about democracy. India is a democratic country so why isn’t rich. "The standard of living in India is 1/100 of what is in Hong Kong", yet Hong Kong never has had democracy. First they had the Chinese Emperor then the British Minister and now it is ruled by Communist China. The freedom they do have is economic freedom. For years the British government neglected Hong Kong. It only enforce laws on murder and theft but no labor laws. No laws on minimum wage for workers. Hong Kong has a flat 15% tax rate this makes people keep more so business owners make more. There are fewer licenses, and it is easier for people to become entrepreneur and own their own business then in America. If you tried to do this in India it might take you a few years for a person to receive license to open up a business. It is all in good for the people. To see if the food is safe or the product works. An India clothing factory four hundred workers were laid off, because problems with the electricity, the business owner tried to get it fixed for 5 years but couldn’t get it done on time. "Poverty in India has created the vacant look in the eyes of the poor Indian of how he feels like, this is the way it’s always been and this is the way it will always be", Dinesh D'Souza. So the government tries to protect there people too much. Indian citizens leave India they are very successful because in India the government to let there citizens use their intelligence.  One reason why America has done so well, it is because it is an open to new ideas, it creates more opportunities to anyone, also open to immigrants. This is why people move to America. You can become rich without being rich. It called the American Dream. 
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