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“It is plain to see that you Athenians take your religion seriously.” 

· Acts 17:22b, The Message
· “When the Creator chooses to dwell within His creation, there is transformation….  You are not intended to be a spiritual zoo where people can look at God in you from a safe distance.  You are a jungle where the Spirit roams wild and free in your life.  You are the recipient of the God who cannot be tamed and of a faith that must not be tamed… …you are most fully ____________ when you are on an adventure with God.” – Erwin Raphael McManus, The Barbarian Way, pp. 66-67

· Acts 17:16-34 

· Many millions of Americans allow just a little bit of God in some form or another into their lives just to cover their bases – after all, they’re _________ _____________.

· Paul connected with people _______ him.

· We too can share Christ with those who are _______ ____, who start with some fear or knowledge of God, and help them make that step of faith that will bring them into personal relationship with Jesus.

· Paul connected with people ___________ him.

· We too can share Christ with those in the marketplace, wither it’s people we work with or see every day or simply somebody who looks like they could use a ______________.

· Paul ________ ____________________ with both kinds of people.

· We too can build relationships with both kinds of people, God-fearers and those who know _____________ about God.

· Paul shared his faith in _______ his audience could ___________________.

· Paul used _________ and _____________ they understood and connected with to present the truth.

· We just have to be faithful, __________ the Holy Spirit’s leading, and share what He wants us to share.

Homework:
Monday – Acts 17:16-34.  Who are some people who are like you that you can build relationships and share your faith with?  Who are some who are unlike you that you can do the same with?

Tuesday – Read Revelation 2:13.  Church historians tell us that Antipas was sealed into a brass pot and roasted alive.  While we’re probably not going to face that kind of persecution, how are you going to react when you share your faith and are rejected?  Decide now so that the emotions of the moment won’t carry you away.

Wednesday – Read John 4:1-26.  What connection points did Jesus use to share His truth with this sinful woman?  What was His attitude toward her?  What can you learn from this encounter?

Thursday – Read Acts 8:26-36.  What did Philip do to connect with the Ethiopian?  What was the common ground?  How were they different?  What can you apply to your own life from this encounter?

Friday – Read Acts 16:6-10.  There is a clear connection between following the Spirit’s leading and sharing with power.  What does this passage say to you?  How will you apply this truth to your own heart and life?

Saturday – Read Acts 26:1-32.  Even when we make careful and passionate presentations of our faith some will call us crazy, and some will use any excuses they can to avoid the issue.  Neither is the point this passage is making.  This passage tells us that, no matter what the reaction may be, when we are called to share the truth of what God has done in our lives and in our world through Jesus Christ, we can share boldly and confidently, knowing that He will work through us.

Sunday – Please pray for our Sunday School and worship service.  Pray that many unbelievers will come and will experience a newfound freedom in Christ.  Pray that God’s Spirit will flood over this place and transform us.
