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“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you..” 

· John 16:7, NASB
· The Holy Spirit has been __________________ in our world and in our lives from the very dawn of time.  Genesis 1:1-2

· The Holy Spirit can and will ______________ us into people who are like Jesus if we ____________ Him enough to allow Him to do it. 

· Our world reacts so strongly to the Spirit’s attempts to ______________ their hearts because they don’t want to know the error of their ways – they don’t want to ____________.

· But _______ also ____________ the creativity and power the Holy Spirit can bring into our hearts and lives.

· The Holy Spirit wants to use His incredible power to _____________ us, to make us like we were created to be, and all that’s standing in His way is ____.

· 1 Samuel 1:22

· Trusting in a righteousness that depends on following all the rules ___________ us to the true righteousness that is found in Jesus and ___________ His creative power from working in our hearts and lives.

· Yes, those who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are saved by ___________, but they are saved to ____ ________ __________.  Ephesians 2:8-10

· When He convicts us of our ______, our __________ for God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment, we begin to see how ___________ His grace really is.

· God’s Spirit works through us _________________ and with ____________ to bring the lost to personal relationship with Jesus.

· The Spirit uses God’s word to convict us and to guide us into allowing Him to use His creative power in us and through us to ________________ ___________.

· The gift of the Holy Spirit within us to _________ us and to work creatively and powerfully _____________ us is the greatest gift Christ could leave us when He left earth.

Homework:
Monday – Genesis 1:1-2.  Spend a few moments meditating on the creativity and power God through the Holy Spirit must have used in creating our universe.  How does He want to use that power and creativity in you and through you?

Tuesday – Read John 16:5-7.  In what ways has the Holy Spirit helped you, comforted you, interceded for you, and advocated for you personally?  If He’s done good in you and through you in the past, why not trust Him to do even greater good in the future?

Wednesday – Read John 16:8-11.  In what areas of your heart and life is the Spirit striving to convict you?  Allow Him to work in those areas and bring creative power and life instead of sin and death.

Thursday – Read John 16:12-15.  In what ways specifically have you sense the Spirit’s guidance in your heart over the past four to six weeks?  Where do you sense Him leading you now?  When you think about the fact that the Spirit’s leading is God’s direction for your life, how secure does that make you feel in following His guidance?  How much do you trust Him?

Friday – Read 1 Samuel 1:22.  It’s a lot easier to accept our own guidance than God’s.  And sometimes we give what we think is a sacrifice of our time, treasure, or talents when God is calling us to an obedience that is much different and greater than that, even though it doesn’t seem like it.  Are you obeying His voice?  Why or why not?

Saturday – Read Ephesians 2:8-10.  What good works does God want you to do so that He can demonstrate His great power and creativity?  Follow the Spirit’s leading in this so that He can use you more than you’ve ever dreamed or imagined.

Sunday – Please pray for our Sunday School and worship service.  Pray that many unbelievers will come and will experience a newfound freedom in Christ.  Pray that God’s Spirit will flood over this place and transform us.

