Colossians 3
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· “Whatever we have, we have because God in his grace and generosity has given it to us.  When we realize this, there comes into our lives a joyful gratitude for what we do have, and we are freed from resentment and anxiety over what we don’t have.” – Pastor and author Ben Patterson

· In other words, God has resurrected those who have faith in Him and obey Him from spiritual ___________, even as He resurrected Christ. 

· We’re to seek and keep on seeking those things that are of heaven.  The Greek word is a command for us to make it a continual and habitual action to seek the things of ___________.

· Then we’re commanded to set our minds, to __________ our thinking, on the things of God.  So it involves both active physical searching and a refocusing of our minds.

· Not only are we to set our actions and our thinking on the things of God, but we are to put any thoughts of indulging our bodies or desires to ____________.

· The need to take care of ourselves physically and the need for intimacy are ___________ needs that Satan has perverted into something evil.  Paul tells us to avoid those perversions like the plague.

· We’re called to ____ _____ ___ burning anger that is intense and flares up, wrath, any viciousness towards others, slander, filthy or abusive language, and lying to others.

· We’re called to __________________ strip our old nature and our old thought patterns and our old behaviors off of ourselves.

· Paul calls us to put on a _____ way of thinking and living – God’s way.  Our old self is dead, but our new self is being continually made new again by God.

· But ripping off the old filthy clothes and putting on the new self gets rid of all those prejudices and _________ us to focus on the things of God instead of man’s thoughts and way.

· We don’t have to be any different than He ____________ us to be in order to be His.

· God, through His sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, loved us and we’re _________ reaping the benefits of that love.

· Matthew 6:14-15

· We put on all these things by the power of the Holy Spirit working within us.  When we are _____________, He works them into our character so that we reflect God’s character.

· If we put on all that Paul has commanded us, and if we love with God’s love by the power of the Holy Spirit, then the ___________ of God is able to rule our hearts.

· Paul indicates that allowing peace to rule our hearts is necessary because we all belong to the body of Christ and we ___________ each other.

· We’re called to make the _____________ to allow the word of Christ, who is the living Word of God, to take up residence within us.

· But since God paid a very _______ price when He sacrificed Jesus on the cross, we can afford to have His word live within us richly, extravagantly, by the power of the Holy Spirit.

· Paul calls us to use _________ wisdom to teach and encourage one another to grow in the faith with thankfulness and praise.

· When we’re thankful, we _____ do everything and say everything according to the character of Christ.

· Since we’ve put on the new self and gotten rid of the old self, we’ll do our jobs just like we’re working _____________ for Jesus, because we are.

· “There are no such things as prominent service and obscure service; it is all the same with God.” – Oswald Chambers

Homework:
Monday – Read Colossians 3:1-4.  How are you doing at setting your mind on the things of God instead of the things on earth?  It’s hard to do.  One practice that helps is spending daily time in God’s word.  Ask Him to help you to learn to set your mind on Him and His things.

Tuesday – Read Colossians 3:5-7.  It’s a struggle in our society to keep thoughts of this world’s values out of our heads.  Those things are right in front of us every day.  Yet God by the power of the Holy Spirit has given us victory over these things.  Ask for His help in considering your body dead to sin.

Wednesday – Read Colossians 3:8-9.  How well are you doing at getting rid of these practices from your life?  Again, hard to do because our society conditions us to believe that they’re okay.  Ask for God’s help in getting rid of and keeping rid of anything that stands between you and Him.

Thursday – Read Colossians 3:10-11.  Keep remembering to keep that new self on every day.  That new way of thinking and living is a daily discipline.  We all fall short, but God in His forgiveness will keep on renewing us as we confess our sins and seek His face.

Friday – Read Colossians 3:12-14.  Think about it – you don’t have to be any different than God created you to be.  That certainly means some difference from who you are now as He builds His character within you, but He made you a specific way for a specific purpose.  If you don’t know what that purpose is, spend some time in prayer daily asking Him to show you.  If you do know that His purpose for you is, go forth in it with the confidence of knowing that God created you just for this purpose.

Saturday – Read Colossians 3:15-17.  Peace is such a rare commodity in this world.  Ask God for to help you to make the choice daily to put on all that Paul has commanded in this chapter and to love with God’s love by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Your life will never be the same.

Sunday – Please pray for our Sunday School and worship service.  Pray that many unbelievers will come and will experience a newfound freedom in Christ.  Pray that God’s Spirit will flood over this place and transform us.
