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· First, that the _____________ of the believers would be encouraged. (verses1-3)

· Second, that this encouragement comes from hearts knit together by God’s _____________. 

· Third, that we realize the full ____________ of what we have in Christ.

· When we have a _____________ heart, it’s a lot easier to stay focused on the source of our power for living, Jesus Christ. (verses 4-8)

· Matthew 24:24

· Here, the fullness of God means _____ of the divine powers and attributes and ______ the saving grace and power of God. (verses 9-12)

· Paul’s telling us that Christ died to accomplish the most important circumcision – the removal of ______ from our hearts.

· When we were most helpless, Jesus raised us up from _______________ death by dying physically so our sins can be forgiven. (verses 13-14)

· Jesus has ______________ these spiritual rulers and authorities, meaning all they can do is go around making a lot of noise and whispering ________ into our ears. (verses 15-23)

· We can’t depend on __________ to save us – we can only depend on the crucified Christ.

· Those rules may have made them look good, but __________ they were dying because they were not living for Jesus. (verses 20-23)

· Jesus died to set us free from sin and to enable us to live ___________-empowered lives.

· “The proof of Christianity is not a book but a life.  The power of Christianity is not a creed but a Christian character; and wherever you see life that has been transformed by the grace of God, you see a witness to the resurrection of Jesus.” – William M. Woodfin

· It is for freedom that Christ has set you free. – Galatians 5:1

Homework:
Monday – Read Colossians 2:1-3.  Is your heart encouraged by the power of God being poured into you through the sacrifice of Jesus?  Are you allowing your heart to be knit together with the hearts of your fellow believers by God’s love?  Why or why not?  Ask His help.  He will give it.

Tuesday – Read Colossians 2:4-8.  How thankful are you for what Christ has done for you?  How focused are you on the source of your power for living, Jesus Christ?  Maybe the two questions are asking the same thing.  Ask God for His help in becoming a more thankful person.

Wednesday – Read Matthew 24:24.  There are many deceptions in our world, whether or not it’s the last days.  There are many deceivers trying to get Christians off track into following false gods that look real.  Pray for protection for our nation’s Christians and for our churches from the deceptions that abound.

Thursday – Read Colossians 2:9-12.  Spend a few moments meditating on what the fullness of God being in Christ really means.  All of that is available to us by the power of the Holy Spirit living within us.  Ask Him to fill you to complete fullness with the Holy Spirit.

Friday – Read Colossians 2:13-14.  How does it make you feel to know that Jesus Christ paid the debt of sin that we owe by dying on the cross?  Allow that truth to sink in and to grow within your own heart and life.  If you haven’t asked Jesus to come into your heart and life and you haven’t submitted to Him as Lord, all you have to do is ask Him to do it right now.  Confess your sins and invite and submit.  Your life will never be the same.

Saturday – Read Colossians 2:15-23.  Since Jesus has disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities opposing God, we don’t have to be deceived.  Pray for God’s help in allowing His Spirit to lead your life.  Ask Him to help you to do the right things for the right reasons and not just to look good.

Sunday – Please pray for our Sunday School and worship service.  Pray that many unbelievers will come and will experience a newfound freedom in Christ.  Pray that God’s Spirit will flood over this place and transform us.
