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· Think about it – when we look at ourselves we see our faults and sins, yet God see what He is making us to be - ________ ones. (verses 1-2)

· _________ and ________ bring thankfulness and prayer. (verses 3-4) 

· The true hope we have is the hope of the _____________, the good news of Jesus Christ, the hope of an eternity spent with God, the hope that spurs us on to faith and love. (verse 5-6)

· When we make mistakes, they don’t have to knock us back to ground zero but instead can serve as _________ of __________ toward being like Christ. (verses 5-6)

· First of all, how _______________ we can be for those who shared with us the truth that transformed our lives. (verse 7-8)

· Second, when we see the love of Christ shown in other people’s lives, we need to ___________ that. (verse 7-8)

· Faith and love and growth are important, but what’s crucial to Paul is that Christians be filled with ____________ God’s will and with the wisdom and understanding to follow it. (verse 9)

· Living and loving God’s way will help us bear fruit in good works and come to __________ God better and better. (verse 10)

· The power of the Holy Spirit strengthens us and __________ us to have the perseverance and patience to keep on in Christ. (verse 11-12)

· We can grow in all these things because of what __________ did for us by dying on the cross. (verses 13-14)

· What Paul’s saying is that, because of the great power that Jesus Christ has, and because He has made this power available to us, we can become _________ _______. (verses 15-20)

· Where we _________ isn’t important – it’s how we’re continuing in the faith that’s important. (verses 21-23)

· We’re _______ called to allow His power in us to make us the people He created us to be. (verses 24-29)

Homework:
Monday – Read Colossians 1:1-2.  Have you ever really thought about the fact that God is making you to be a holy one?  You don’t have to limited by your faults and sins.  Ask God to help you see yourself as He sees you.

Tuesday – Read Colossians 1:3-8.  The faith and love and hope of the gospel and its transforming power are working to make us fruitful beyond our wildest dreams.  Ask God to help you see the areas of your spiritual life where you are most fruitful for Him.  Give thanks for those areas.  Ask Him to show you where you are least fruitful, and ask His help in becoming more fruitful.  You can be thankful that He will help you in the process of becoming more like Him.

Wednesday – Read Colossians 1:7-8.  Think of the person who led you to Christ and those you have helped you grow.  Give thanks to God for them, and if they’re still alive, ask God’s blessing on them.  Then think about those whose lives shine the love of Christ.  Thank God for them, and pray for His blessing and protection to be on them.

Thursday – Read Colossians 1:9-12.  His power strengthens us and enables us to become more like Him and to live as He would have us live.  His power also enables us to see His will for us.  Have you ever thought about the fact that God has a plan for your life, that He created you to accomplish His specific will for you?  Ask Him to reveal His will for your life to you, and ask Him to fill you with His power so that you can accomplish it.

Friday – Read Colossians 1:13-20.  There is so much solid truth in these verses we could spend hours working at understanding them.  In a nutshell, the truth is that Jesus died on the cross to release all the power He has into our hearts and lives through the Holy Spirit working in us.  Jesus has incredible power – He created and sustains everything – all the fullness of God is in Him.  What do you need to believe God to do in your heart and life?  He’s got the power to do it, and to help you through the process of becoming like Him.

Saturday – Read Colossians 1:21-29.  God has moved us from being alienated from God and hostile toward Him and has called us to allow His power to work in us and through us.  We don’t have to try to become what He created us to be in our own strength.  We have to be committed to allowing Him to work and to obeying Him, but His power will transform our hearts and lives as we allow Him.  His power will make us more and more fruitful for the kingdom of God.  Ask Him to work His power in and through you.  You won’t be disappointed!

Sunday – Please pray for our Sunday School and worship service.  Pray that many unbelievers will come and will experience a newfound freedom in Christ.  Pray that God’s Spirit will flood over this place and transform us.
