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· God’s word is still the absolute standard of __________, and not our emotions.   

· Euthanasia: the intentional killing by act or omission of a dependent human being for his or her alleged benefit.

· Voluntary euthanasia: When the person who is killed has requested to be killed.

· Non-voluntary: When the person who is killed made no request and gave no consent.

· Involuntary euthanasia: When the person who is killed made an expressed wish to the contrary.

· Assisted suicide: Someone provides an individual with the information, guidance, and means to take his or her own life with the intention that they will be used for this purpose.

· Euthanasia by Action: Intentionally causing a person’s death by performing an action such as by giving a lethal injection.

· Euthanasia by Omission: Intentionally causing death by not providing necessary and ordinary care or food and water.

· What Euthanasia is NOT: There is no euthanasia unless the death is intentionally caused by what was done or not done. (definitions courtesy of www.euthanasia.com)

· If there was anyone who could be eligible for euthanasia, it was _________.

· Job 1:20-22; 2:9-11

· Job understood that life is from ______ and it is _______ who is responsible to decide when we live and when we die.

· One truth that seems obvious about euthanasia is that it _______________ the sick, the poor and the elderly.

· Proverbs 16:31; 20:29

· The elderly were valued for the _____________ they’d gained over a lifetime of walking with God.

· Leviticus 19:32

· James 1:27

· God’s stance is that we do everything we can to ________ and protect them.  Man’s stance is to “relieve them of their pain” and their burden on society.

· “There is not one case in Oregon of assisted suicide being used for actual untreatable pain.  Pain can be treated.  Assisted suicide has been used for psychological and social concerns.” – Dr. Kenneth Stevens, professor of radiation oncology at OHSU, November 2005

· Our society _______________ life.  As Christians, we can help those we know learn to value life as God does.

· First, adopt a ______________ view on life yourself.

· Matthew 6:26

· Second, take advantage of __________ opportunity to share this value of life with those you encounter.

· Psalm 68:5; Isaiah 10:1-2

· Third, do what you can to ______ the weakest and neediest in our society.

· 1 Thessalonians 5:14

· Folks, the way that our unbelieving community is going to see Christ’s love in us is through ______ involvement in the lives of those who struggle to help themselves.

· One person can make a difference with God’s help, and can show our society that all human life is treasured by God.

· Fourth, _______ those who promote euthanasia, even when they’re pushy.

· Those who promote euthanasia have been _____________.  Satan is using their emotions to blind them to the truth, much as he does to us often throughout our lives.

· Love is the conduit that allows truth to be received.

· Fifth, _______ for the deliverance of our state and our country from the grasp of euthanasia.

· Pray for those who promote it and perform it, pray for those whose families have been impacted by it.

· The National Association of Evangelicals issued this statement on euthanasia, and our denomination has signed it: Human beings are made in the image of God and are, therefore, of inestimable worth. God has given people the highest dignity of all creation.  Such human dignity prohibits euthanasia, that is actively causing a person's death.  In the past 30 years, medical technology has developed systems that have enabled physicians to more effectively care for their patients and save lives that would otherwise be lost. However, this technology has also resulted in the possibility of prolonging the dying process beyond its normal course. This often causes great suffering, not only for the patient, but also for the family, friends and caregivers.  Such technology also raises moral questions. For example, is it moral to withdraw a life-support system which is believed to be an inappropriate extension of the dying process? The National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) believes that in cases where patients are terminally ill, death appears imminent and treatment offers no medical hope for a cure, it is morally appropriate to request the withdrawal of life-support systems, allowing natural death to occur. In such cases, every effort should be made to keep the patient free of pain and suffering, with emotional and spiritual support being provided until the patient dies.  When a person's cerebral cortex dies, is it moral for the family or medical staff to withdraw life-support systems? The National Association of evangelicals believes that in cases where extensive brain injury has occurred and there is clear medical indication that the patient has suffered brain death (permanent unconscious state), no medical treatment can reverse the process.  (Brain death is not the equivalent of a coma. A patient might awaken from a coma, but not from brain death.) Removal of any extraordinary life-support system at this time is morally appropriate- ate and allows the dying process to proceed. Under such circum- stances, appropriate action is best taken where there is guidance from a signed "living will" or a durable power of attorney for health care. Where there is no "living will" or durable power of attorney for health care, the decision to withdraw life support should be made by the family and/or closest friends in consultation with a member of the clergy, when available, and the medical staff.  NAE acknowledges that the withdrawal of life-support systems is an emotional and difficult issue. However, we believe that medical treatment that serves only to prolong the dying process has little value. It is better that the dying process be allowed to continue and the patient permitted to die.  This is especially true of those who know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. For as the Apostle Paul said: "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord" (2 Cor. 5:8).  (Resolution adopted at the 1994 Annual Conference)
Homework:
Monday – Read Job 1:20-22 and 2:9-11.  It’s really hard to just sit and take the bad things in life and to see God working in the midst of them.  But He is in fact working.  Ask His help in making it through whatever you’re struggling with, and believe as Job did that you will bless His name no matter what.

Tuesday – Read Proverbs 16:31 and 20:29, and Leviticus 19:32.  I know that for many of us, gray hair is a nuisance rather than a blessing.  But it’s how you allow the experiences that give you the gray hair to impact you that matters.  Are you using those experiences to allow God to teach you His wisdom?  And do you treasure those who are elderly?  How can you more effectively show your love to them?

Wednesday – Read James 1:27.  Are you actively reaching out to the needy and the oppressed?  They live in every spectrum of society, from the poor to the middle class to the not-so-poor.  We do a much better job of guarding against the world’s corruption than we do of reaching out to the homeless and loveless.  Ask God for His guidance and direction in reaching out to them and impacting their lives.

Thursday – Read Matthew 6:26.  We are created in God’s image, and therefore are much more valuable than any other part of creation.  Have you been buying into the lie that you’re nothing special compared to the rest of creation?  Have you been buying into the lie that God doesn’t value you?  He values you highly.  Ask Him for His help in ingraining this truth into your heart and life.

Friday – Read Psalm 68:5 and Isaiah 10:1-2.  I think more often our problem is that we just don’t think about things that aren’t right in front of our faces all the time.  That’s how it is in sharing our value of life with others.  Ask God for His help in remembering to share God’s value of life with others when the time is appropriate.

Saturday – Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14.  How can you more effectively reaching our unbelieving community by being involved in the lives of those who struggle?  What specifically is God leading you to do?  Obey His leading in this, and our world will come to know that Jesus Christ died for them.

Sunday – Please pray for our Sunday School and worship service.  Pray that many unbelievers will come and will experience a newfound freedom in Christ.  Pray that God’s Spirit will flood over this place and transform us.
