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· “Pantheism, in a nutshell, makes no distinction(or at most a very unclear distinction) between the Creator and the creature.  According to pantheism, god is not transcendent.  In practical terms, god is in all, and all is part of god…  In short, pantheism confuses the creation and its Creator and deifies the creation by locating God in the creation as well as locating the creation in God.  Thus, pantheism idolizes nature and provides a consistent religious base for environmentalism.” – Kevin L. Clauson, Environmentalism: A Modern Idolatry   

· “For the deepest Greens, the only real solution is the disappearance of our species from the Earth – the ultimate sacrifice – and for many others a much smaller “optimum” population of humans is a desirable goal.” – Martin Livermore, in a BBC News opinion piece

· “Between 1970 and 2006, global cooling predictions mysteriously morphed into global warming fears.” – Piotr C. Brzezinski, an editor of the Harvard Crimson, in an opinion piece

· Our responsibility as Christians is to develop and promote and act on an __________________ view of the environment.

· Genesis 1:26-31

· One of the first things we’ve got to notice is that man is ____ the problem with the world.  The problem lies in how we take care of it.

· _____ has distorted and perverted how we use the earth, but we’re not the invaders the environmentalists would make us out to be.

· First, remember that Jesus Christ __________ the earth.

· Hebrews 1:3

· Jesus is in charge.  Jesus won’t let anything outside of _____ ______ happen to the earth.

· Genesis 9:11

· The earth will be destroyed on judgment day, but not before.

· Second, become a better steward of the earth ____________.

· God didn’t create us to _________ the earth – He created us to be responsible stewards of the earth.

· God says that man is _______ important that the rest of creation.

· Matthew 6:26

· Third, our response to those who value creation above Creator and above mankind has to be one of ________.

· John 3:17

· We can very easily condemn what they ____ without condemning _______ if we remember that God loves them just as much as He loves us.

· Whatever they say and whatever they do, we’ve got to ______ the environmentalists even while we ________ what they do.

· But in truth, the environmentalists were and still are only acting according to their ________________, what they believe to be ________.

· May all of us choose to have a Christ-like response to those who believe otherwise.  They aren’t evil, just deceived.

Homework:
Monday – Read Genesis 1:26-31.  What does this passage say about man’s creation and his role here on earth?  What do you need to do in response?

Tuesday – Read Hebrews 1:3 and Genesis 9:11.  In these days of rampant alarmism over the potential flooding of our coastlines, isn’t it reassuring to know that Jesus Christ sustains the earth?  How does God’s promise not to destroy the earth by flood contrast with these alarmist reports?  How are you going to respond?

Wednesday – Read Matthew 6:26.  We are created in God’s image, and therefore are much more valuable than any other part of creation.  Have you been buying into the lie that you’re nothing special compared to the rest of creation?  Have you been buying into the lie that God doesn’t value you?  He values you highly.  Ask Him for His help in ingraining this truth into your heart and life.

Thursday – Read John 3:17.  It’s much easier to condemn someone we disagree with than it is to love them.  And yet God sent Jesus into the world not to condemn it, but to save it.  Ask God for His help in overcoming condemning attitudes towards those you disagree with.

Friday – Read Matthew 5:43-48.  Loving with God’s love is a choice – a choice to allow Him to fill you with His love for those you’d rather not love.  We are called to love everyone, even if we disagree with them or even if they hurt us.  In what ways can you show love to those who worship the creation rather than the Creator?

Saturday – Read Genesis 1:26-31 again.  Spend some time listening to God speak His truth to you through this passage, and then act on what He tells you.

Sunday – Please pray for our Sunday School and worship service.  Pray that many unbelievers will come and will experience a newfound freedom in Christ.  Pray that God’s Spirit will flood over this place and transform us.
