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I. QUOTES FROM THE CODE

"A woman who carried with her a secret so powerful, that if revealed, it threatened to devastate the very foundation of Christianity!" 239.

[The book claims that the marriage between Jesus and Mary is] "a matter of historical record, and Da Vinci was certainly aware of that fact. The Last Supper [painting] practically shouts at the viewer that Jesus and Magdalene were a pair." 244

"'…if you view Jesus and Magdalene as compositional elements rather than as people, you will see another obvious shape leap out at you.' Sophie saw it at once. To say the letter leapt out at her was an understatement. The letter was suddenly all Sophie could see. Glaring in the center of the painting was the unquestionable outline of an enormous, flawlessly formed letter "M". 'A bit too perfect for coincidence, wouldn't you say?' Teabing asked. Sophie was amazed. 'Why is it there?' Teabing shrugged. 'Conspiracy theorists will tell you it stands for Matrimonio or Mary Magdalene. To be honest, nobody is certain. The only certainty is that the hidden M is no mistake.'" 243-45

Teabing says: "…the social decorum during that time virtually forbids a Jewish man to be unmarried. According to Jewish custom, celibacy was condemned, and the obligation for a Jewish father was to find a suitable wife for his son. If Jesus were not married, at least one of the Bible's gospels would have mentioned it and offered some explanation for His unnatural state of bachelorhood." 245

Teabing says that these Nag Hammadi documents are: "…the earliest Christian records" 245.  And that they "do not match up with the gospels in the Bible" 245-246

And then he quotes a passage from the Gospel of Philip:

"And the companion of the Savior is Mary Magdalene. Christ loved her more than all the disciples and used to kiss her often on her mouth. The rest of the disciples were offended by it and expressed disapproval. They said to him, 'why do you love her more than all of us?" 246

Teabing notes that the word "companion" in those days, literally meant "spouse" (246)

Teabing then says: "'I shan't bore you with the countless references to Jesus and Magdalene's union. That has been explored ad nauseam by modern historians. I would, however, like to point out the following.' He motioned to another passage. 'This is from the Gospel of Mary Magdalene.' Sophie had not known a gospel existed in Magdalene's words. She read the text: "And Peter said, 'did the Savior really speak with a woman without our knowledge? Are we to turn about and all listen to her? Did he prefer her to us?' And Levi answered, 'Peter, you have always been hot-tempered. Now I see you contending against the woman like an adversary. If the Savior made her worthy, who are you indeed to reject her? Surely the Savior knows her very well. That is why he loved

her more than us.'" 247

"Jesus suspects He will soon be captured and crucified. So He gives Mary Magdalene instructions on how to carry on His Church after He is gone. As a result, Peter expresses his discontent over playing second fiddle to a woman. I daresay Peter was something of a sexist.' Sophie was trying to keep up. 'This is Saint Peter. The rock on which Jesus built His Church.' 'The same [Teabing said], except for one catch. According to these unaltered gospels [the Nag Hammadi Texts/Gnostic Gospels], it was not Peter to whom Christ gave directions which to establish the Church. It was Mary Magdalene.' Sophie looked at him. 'You're saying the Christian Church was to be carried on by a woman?' 'That was the plan. Jesus was the original feminist. He intended for the future of His Church to be in the hands of Mary Magdalene." 248

"It was not Mary Magdalene's royal blood that concerned the Church so much as it was her consorting with Christ, who also had royal blood. As you know, the Book of Matthew tells us that Jesus was of the House of David. A descendant of King Solomon—King of the Jews. By marrying into the powerful House of Benjamin, Jesus fused two royal bloodlines, creating a potent political union with the potential of making a legitimate claim to the throne and restoring the line of kings as it was under Solomon.' 249

"…the greatest cover-up in human history. Not only was Jesus Christ married, but He was a father….A child of Jesus would undermine the critical notion of Christ's divinity and therefore the Christian Church, which declared itself to sole vessel through which humanity could access the divine and gain entrance to the Kingdom of heaven." 249 & 254

"Christ's line grew quietly under cover in France until making a bold move in the fifth century, when it intermarried with French royal blood and created a lineage known as the Merovingian bloodline." 257

"Magdalene's and Sarah's lives were scrutinously chronicled by their Jewish protectors. Remember that Magdalene's child belonged to the lineage of Jewish kings—David and Solomon. For this reason, the Jews in France considered Magdalene sacred royalty and revered her as the progenitor of the royal line of kings. Countless scholars of that era chronicled Mary Magdalene's days in France, including the birth of Sarah and the subsequent family tree." 255

II. QUESTIONS FROM THE CODE

1. Who was Mary Magdalene according to the Bible?

2. Was bachelorhood condemned and celibacy forbidden by the Jews during the 1st Century?

3. Were Jesus and Mary Magdalene married? And if they were, would that somehow discredit

Jesus’ claim of deity? Was the word “companion” synonymous with the word “spouse” during

the 1st Century?

4. Did Jesus and Mary intend to establish a new dynasty by uniting their two royal bloodlines?

5. What are the “historical records”, “unaltered gospels” and “earliest Christian records” that

Teabing uses to prove his claims?

6. Did Jesus commission Mary to be His sole successor?

7. Was Jesus the first feminist?

8. Did Jesus father a child?

9. Was Joseph of Arimathea Jesus’ uncle?

III. ANSWERS TO THE CODE

1. Who was Mary Magdalene according to the Bible?

Mary was a follower and friend of Jesus as were many women (Matthew 27:55; Mark 15:41).

Jesus cast out of Mary seven demons. (Mark 16:9; Luke 8:2)

Mary watched Joseph of Arimathea bury Jesus (Luke 23:56)

After three days, Mary returned to the tomb with some other women, saw that the stone had been rolled away (John 20:1) and they ran back to tell the disciples (John 20:2) that someone had stolen the body.

Mary was also the first person that Jesus appeared to after His resurrection (John 20:15-16) and He instructed her to go back and tell the disciples (John 20:18)

2. Was bachelorhood condemned and celibacy forbidden by the Jews during the 1st Century?

It’s true that marriage was the __________________ , but celibacy was not forbidden.

"Celibacy was foreign to the Hebrew culture….but marriage was not compulsory (enforced, essential or necessary are other synonyms); for some the demands of the kingdom might involve a celibate life."

The New International Dictionary of the Christian Church: J. D. Douglass, General Editor, 633 & 34.

The Apostle Paul was a bachelor:

"It is good for a man not to marry….I wish that all men were as I am. But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that." 1 Corinthians 7:1 & 7

"I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord's affairs—how he can please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife—and his interest are divided." 1 Corinthians 7:32-33

Paul basically leaves marriage up to each person as a choice: see 1 Corinthians 7:36-40.

Therefore, we can throw out Dan Brown's theory that Jesus had to be married because it was the customary thing to do. The fact is, Jesus often did things contrary to what the Jews of His day did…He saw many of the rules and regulations of the religious leaders as not from God but as "rules taught by men." (See Matthew 15:9; Mark 7:7 & Luke 11:46)

3. Were Jesus and Mary Magdalene married? And if they were, would that somehow discredit Jesus’ claim of deity? Was the word “companion” synonymous with the word “spouse” during the 1st century?

Marriage is a holy covenant between a man and a woman, ordained by God in the very beginning. (see Genesis 2:24)  The Bible has only the highest view of marriage.

"Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure." Hebrews 13:4

For it to be wrong for Jesus to be married and experience sex in marriage would mean that there was something inherently sinful about marriage and sex, which there isn't.  Now, I personally don’t believe that Jesus was married, but why would it undermine His deity if He was?

"What does a married Jesus do for you that a single Jesus doesn't"

Reverend Richard Hurst

Are the words “companion” and “spouse” synonymous in first century Greek?  Answer: ________ .

The most common word for "marry" in Greek is "gameo".

The New Testament Greek word for bride or bridegroom are "nymphe" and "nymphios" Bride is "parthenos" and "gyne".  There are three primary Greek words defined as "companion"

"sunekdemos" defined as a fellow traveler.

"koinonos" is defined as companion or a "partaker with you"

"sunergos" is defined as a fellow-worker" or "companion in labor"

Never is "companion" used as "spouse". If you're an etymologist and can prove me wrong, let me know.

4. Did Jesus and Mary intend to establish a new dynasty by uniting their two royal bloodlines?

This is an easy question to answer for two reasons:

REASON #1:

If Mary was from the tribe of Benjamin, of which there is no genealogical proof in the Bible, there is only one tribe of the 12 tribes of Israel that are of royal blood: the tribe of Judah. It's through the tribe of Judah that the line of David and Solomon come. This is easily seen through the genealogies in both Matthew 1:1- 17 and Luke 3:23-37.

The Tribe of Benjamin is _____ a royal line.

REASON #2:

If Jesus did marry Mary, He would not have done it for political reasons because He did _____ have a political agenda. He said Himself that His Kingdom was not of this world.

"Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 'Are you the king of the Jews?' 'Is that your own idea,' Jesus asked,'or did others talk to you about me?' 'Am I a Jew?' Pilate replied. 'It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?' Jesus said,'My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.'" John 18:33-36

5. What are the “historical records”, “unaltered gospels” and “earliest Christian records” that Teabing uses to prove his claims?

These of course are the Gnostic Gospels that were found in Nag Hammadi, Egypt in 1945. There are 52 texts that were found that included titles such as: The Gospel of Thomas; The Gospel of Phillip; The Gospel of Truth (the creation account from the serpent’s perspective); and The Gospel to the Egyptians. Other texts claim to be written by some of Jesus' followers: The Secret Book of James, The Apocalypse of Paul, the Letter of Peter to Philip and the Apocalypse of Peter.

You can also go to: http://www.gnosis.org/~gnosis/naghamm/nhl.html and read all about them.

“gnosis” = ____________________

"One basic theme of the myth concerns the heavenly preexistence of human souls prior to their embodied existence in this world. Something happened in that heavenly world of light that caused each human soul to fall from its heavenly home and resulted in the soul's being imprisoned in its body. But the good god, taking pity on these poor souls, sent to earth a Gnostic Redeemer who imparted a secret knowledge about their former state-a state that people had forgotten and about how they might return to it. After giving this knowledge, the heavenly figure returned to the world of light." Ronald H. Nash: The Gospel and the Greeks, 205.

"Peter said to Mary, 'sister, we know that the Savior loved you more than the rest of women. Tell us the words of the Savior which you remember—which you know (but) we do not, nor have we heard them."

"The Gospel of Mary Magdalene", The Nag Hammadi Library: James M. Robinson-General Editor, 525.

The problem, of course, is that the document is so damaged most of the content is lost and you have to radically speculate about what it says.  There are huge holes in the parchment.  Four pages of Mary’s vision are missing so you only have the beginning and the end.

6. Did Jesus commission Mary to be His sole successor?

Jesus didn't choose any ONE person as His successor. Not Peter, not Mary not any ONE person.

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone." Ephesians 2:19-20

Peter said himself: "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light." 1 Peter 2:9

7. Was Jesus a feminist?

It is clear that Jesus held women in ________ esteem. He had women as part of his ministry team which we've already seen, Mary, Martha and Lazarus were some of Jesus' closest friends and He would spend a lot of time at their home. Jesus even spoke to a Samaritan woman alone while she was drawing water from a well.

"Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman." John 4:27

The Greek word translated here as "surprised" is an understatement. The Greek word is

evqau,mason (ethaumason) which means:

"To be astonished. It denotes incredulous surprise."

The Linguistic Key To The Greek New Testament: Fritz Rienecker, 227.

In a time where women were considered property and were not even allowed to testify in court and could be divorced for burning their husbands’ toast, Jesus’ treatment of women would have been extremely unusual.

8. Did Jesus father a child?

I honestly believe because I don't believe He was married.  But if He did have a child, it wouldn't be for the reasons that Dan Brown suggests, that is to father an heir to His Kingdom.

Claiming that Jesus was married and a father because there is nothing in the Bible that claims otherwise is like claiming that someone living in solitary confinement kills daily!  Not only dangerous, but foolish! 

9. Was Joseph of Arimathea Jesus’ uncle?

Here's what we know of Joseph of Arimathea:

1. He was from the Judean town of Arimathea (Luke 23:51)

2. He was wealthy (Matthew 27:57)

3. He was a member of Jewish ruling council, the Sanhedrin (Mark 15:43)

4. He was expecting the coming Messiah (Mark 15:43)

5. He was a morally good man (Luke 23:50)

6. He stood up for Jesus at His trial before the Sanhedrin (Luke 23:51)

7. He was a disciple of Jesus (John 19:38)

Nowhere do we see him being referred to as Jesus uncle. However, legend has it that Joseph of Arimathea took the Holy Grail to England.

Without Biblical or extra-Biblical evidence, it’s ridiculous to say that Joseph of Arimathea was Jesus’ uncle.

Homework:

Monday: Read Matthew 27:55 and Mark 15:41.  Jesus valued women highly and several traveled with his group.  Notice how no one of them is rated as more important than the other.  No matter what anyone’s place in society He valued them highly.  We tend to rank people – place some much more highly than others.  While this is necessary on the job and in some other segments of society, Jesus’ clear teaching is for us to love and accept each other as equals.  How are you doing with this?  What is God speaking to your heart about it right now?

Tuesday: Read 1 Corinthians 7:1, 7 32-33, 36-40 and Hebrews 13:4.  This is one of those places where the Bible can seem to conflict, but it doesn’t.  God highly values marriage (Genesis 2:24), but at the same time has gifted some to be able to live a satisfied, celibate life.  There is a deep issue here, one of sexual purity.  How are your actions and your thought life when it comes to sexual purity?  If you are struggling with this (and even if you aren’t), find two or three others that you can be mutually accountable with.  To expect to be pure sexually without accountability in this over-sexed culture is to commit spiritual suicide.

Wednesday: Read John 18:33-36.  It’s easy for all of us to have our own agendas.  It’s easy for all of us to play politics with one another.  But Jesus had only one agenda and it wasn’t political.  His agenda is to do His Father’s will.  What is your agenda?  How does placing God’s will above your own look in your daily life?

Thursday: Read Ephesians 2:19-20.  How does it make you feel to know that you are a citizen of God’s kingdom and a member of God’s household if you have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ?  How are you going to live like it in your daily life?  What changes do you need to make to more effectively live as a citizen of God’s kingdom and member of His household?

Friday: Read 1 Peter 2:9.  We are God’s chosen, royal and holy priests if we have a personal relationship with Him.  Our stated purpose as priests in this passage – to give glory to God.  How will you live your daily life as more of God’s priest than you have?  Will you use your standing with God as an opportunity to glorify Him and humble yourself each and every day?

Saturday: Read Luke 23:50-51; Matthew 27:57; Mark 15:43; John 19:38.  Joseph of Arimathea had everything he needed to live the good life.  He had status, he had standing, he had money, he had respect – he had everything his world longed for.  And yet he realized his need for Jesus and risked his status, standing, and respect to honor Jesus and to follow Him.  If a man who has everything can see His need to live wholeheartedly for Christ, what does that say to us who don’t have everything?  What is God asking you to give up in your life so that you can more closely and obediently follow Him?  What is keeping you from giving it up?  Will you choose to give it up?

Sunday: Pray for our worship service, Sunday School, and other activities.  Pray for a fresh and powerful anointing of the Holy Spirit on all of us.  Pray that our lives will transform our world because of the power of the blood of Jesus Christ working within us.
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