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“The Bible is a product of man…Not of God….Man created it as a historical record of tumultuous times and it has evolved through countless translations, additions, and revisions. History has never had a definitive version of the book.” 231.

On page 231 of Dan Browns book, one of the characters points out that the 66 books we have in the Bible today were included and Canonized by Emperor Constantine the Great whom Brown says was a pagan, and to which the book refers to as:

“The fundamental irony of Christianity!” 231.

“Constantine commissioned and financed a new Bible…” 234.

QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE DA VINCI CODE

QUESTION #1:

How do we know that the books of the New Testament, of which there are 27 were not just written by men who said their words were God’s words?

"While the term Messiah was not a proper noun used in the Old Testament, the concept of ‘the anointed one’ was prophesied by each of Israel’s prophets. Eventually, the name ‘Messiah’ (Moshiach: Hebrew) became the accepted term for the coming King who would sit on the throne of David.” Grant R. Jeffery: Jesus: The Great Debate, 191.

“If an omniscient God exists who knows the future, then predictive prophecy is possible. And if the bible contains such predictions, then they are a sign of the Bible’s divine origin.” Norman L. Geisler: Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics, 609.

Dr. Edersheim notes that there are 456 total Messianic prophecies in the Hebrew Bible (The OT). “75 from the Pentateuch (Genesis-Deuteronomy), 243 from the Prophets (Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel, et al) and 138 from the balance of the Old Testament.”

Dr. Alfred Edersheim: The Life and Times of Jesus The Messiah, 980.

ANSWER: MESSIANIC PROPHECIES (The last 24 hours of Jesus’ life)

Description 






Prophecy 

Fulfillment

Betrayed by a Friend 





Psalm 41:9 

Matthew 10:4

Sold for 30 pieces of silver 




Zechariah 11:12 
Matthew 26:15

Betrayal money to be thrown into God's House: 

Zechariah 11:13 
Matthew 27:5 

Price given for potter’s field 




Zechariah 11:13 
Matthew 27:5

Forsaken by His disciples




Zechariah 13:7 
Mark 14:50

Accused by false witnesses 




Psalm 35:11 

Matthew 26:59-60

Silent before his accusers 




Isaiah 53:7 

Matthew 27:12

Wounded and bruised
 




Isaiah 53:5 

Matthew 27:26

Smitten and spit upon 




Isaiah 50:6

Matthew 26:67

Mocked 






Psalm 22:7-8 

Matthew 27:29

Fell under the burden of the cross He carried


Psalm 109:27-25
John 19:17












Luke 23:26-27












Matthew 27:21-32

His hands and feet were pierced



Psalm 22:16

Luke 23:33









Zechariah 12:10
John 20:25

Crucified with thieves





Isaiah 53:12

Matthew 27:38












Mark 15:27-28

Made intercession for His persecutors


Isaiah 53:12

Luke 23:34

Rejected by His own people




Isaiah 53:3

John 7:5, 48









Psalm 69:8

Matthew 21:42-43









Psalm 118:22

John 1:11

Hated without a cause





Psalm 69:4

John 15:25









Isaiah 49:7

Friends stood afar off





Psalm 38:11

Luke 23:49












Matthew 27:55-56












Mark 15:40

People shook their heads




Psalm 109:25

Matthew 27:39









Psalm 22:7

Stared upon






Psalm 22:17

Luke 23:35

Garments parted and lots cast




Psalm 22:18

John 19:23-24

To suffer thirst






Psalm 69:21

John 19:28

Gall and vinegar offered to Him



Psalm 69:21

Matthew 17:34












John 19:28-29

His forsaken cry





Psalm 22:1

Matthew 27:46

Committed Himself to God




Psalm 31:5

Luke 23:46

Bones not broken





Psalm 34:20

John 19:33

Heartbroken






Psalm 22:14

John 19:34

His side pierced





Zechariah 12:10
John 19:24

Darkness over the land




Amos 8:9

Matthew 27:45

Buried in a rich man’s tomb




Isaiah 53:9

Matthew 27:57-60

QUESTION #2:

How did we get the 27 books of the New Testament?

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  2 Peter 1:16

That which we have seen and heard we declare to you…  1 John 1:3

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know.  Acts 2:22

“The earliest preachers of the gospel knew the value of…first-hand testimony, and appealed to it time and again.  'We are witnesses of these things,' was their constant and confident assertion.  And it can have been by no means so easy as some writers seem to think to invent words and deeds of Jesus in those early years, when so many of His disciples were about, who could remember what had and had not happened.  And it was not only friendly eyewitnesses that the early preachers had to reckon with; there were others less well disposed who were also conversant with the main facts of the ministry and death of Jesus.  The disciples could not afford to risk inaccuracies (not to speak of willful manipulation of the facts), which would at once be exposed by those who would be only too glad to do so.  On the contrary, one of the strong points in the original apostolic preaching is the confident appeal to the knowledge of the hearers; they not only said, 'We are witnesses of these things,' but also, 'As you yourselves also know (Acts 2:22).  Had there been any tendency to depart from the facts in any material respect, the possible presence of hostile witnesses in the audience would have served as a further corrective."  F.F. Bruce: New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?, 33, 44-46.

"The books of the New Testament were not written down a century or more after the events they described, but during the lifetimes of those involved in the accounts themselves.  Therefore, the New Testament must be regarded by scholars today as a competent primary source document of the first century." Dr. John Warwick Montgomery: History of Christianity, 34,35.

QUESTION #3:

Is it true that history has never had a definitive version of the New Testament?

ANSWER: _________!

C. Sanders, in his book Introduction to Research in English Literary History, lists three criteria that scholars use to determine whether or not an ancient document is genuine:

Test #1: Bibliographical Test

Test #2: Internal Evidence Test

Test #3: External Evidence Test

Historians always consider the ______________ copy as the most reliable source because it was written or copied closer to the original texts.

The Gallic Wars by Julius Caesar – 10 copies from over _______ years after Caesar

The History of Rome by Livy – portion of a copy made 400 years after original.  Earliest complete copy dated at _______ years after Livy.

Annals of Roman History by Tacitus – written around 100 A.D.  20 copies dated _______ years after his death.

Iliad by Homer – 643 manuscripts but oldest dates from the ______ century.

Author 

Book 


Date
 
Earliest 
Time Gap
 # of copies

Homer 

Iliad 


800 B.C.
c. 400 B.C. 
c. 400 yrs 
643

Herodotus 

History 

480-425 B.C. 
c. A.D. 900 
c. 1,350 yrs 
8

Thucydides 

History 

460-400 B.C.
c. A.D. 900 
c. 1,300 yrs 
8

Plato





400 B.C.
c. A.D. 900 
c. 1,300 yrs 
7

Demosthenes 




300 B.C. 
c. A.D. 1100 
c. 1,400 yrs 
200

Caesar 


Gallic Wars

100-44 B.C. 
c. A.D. 900 
c. 1,000 yrs 
10

Livy 


History of Rome 
59 B.C.-A.D. 17 4th cent. (partial) c. 400 yrs 1

mostly 10th cent. 

c. 1,000 yrs 
19

Tacitus 

Annals 

A.D. 100 c. 
A.D. 1100 
c. 1,000 yrs 
20

Pliny Secundus 
Natural History 
A.D. 61-113 c. A.D. 850 
c. 750 yrs 
7

New Testament Manuscripts:

__________ Greek manuscripts

_____________ manuscripts in other languages

_________________ total New Testament manuscripts exist today!

Author 

Book 


Date
 
Earliest 
Time Gap
 # of copies

New Testament 
A.D. 50-100 
c. 114 (fragment) +50 yrs 
5366

c. 200 (books) 
100 yrs

c. 250 (most of NT) 150 yrs

c. 325 (complete NT) 225 yrs

NT in other languages: Latin Vulgate 10,000+; Ethiopic 2,000+; Slavic 4,101; Armenian 2,587; Syriac Pashetta 350+; Bohairic 100; Arabic 75; Old Latin 50; Anglo Saxon 7; Gothic 6; Sogdian 3; Old Syriac 2

Persian 2; Frankish 1

“The evidence for our New Testament writings is ever so much greater than the evidence for many writings of classical authors, the authenticity of which no one dreams of questioning….And if the New Testament were a collection of secular writings, their authenticity would generally be regarded as beyond all doubt.”  F.F. Bruce:  The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?, 15.

“to be skeptical of the resultant text of the New Testament books is to allow all of classical antiquity to slip into obscurity, for no documents of the ancient period are as well attested bibliographically as the New Testament.”   John Warwick Montgomery: History and Christianity.

“No other work from Graeco-Roman antiquity is so well attested by manuscript tradition as the New Testament.  There are many more early manuscripts of the New Testament than there are of any classical author, and the oldest extensive remains of it date only about two centuries after their original composition.”  W.F. Albright: The Archaeology of Palestine and the Bible.
QUESTION #4:

Has the New Testament gone through countless translations, additions and revisions?

Translations, _____. Additions and revisions, ______!

"Syriac and Latin versions (translations) of the New Testament were made around A.D. 150. these versions bring us back very near to the time of the originals. There are more than 15,000 existing copies of various versions." Josh McDowell: New Evidence That Demands A Verdict, 41.

“The interval, then, between the dates of original composition and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were written has now been removed. Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established.” Frederic G. Kenyon, The Bible and Archaeology

“...much of the past scholarship on the New Testament was academically untenable because it was based on a ‘tyranny of unexamined assumptions’ and what he felt must have been an ‘almost willful blindness.’ Robinson concluded that the apostles were the genuine writers of the New Testament books and that they wrote their accounts in the years between A.D. 32 and A.D. 64.”

As quoted in Jeffery Grant, Jesus The Great Debate, 50-51.

QUESTION #5:

Who was Emperor Constantine, was he a Christian, did he “commission and finance a new Bible and was it he who canonized the New Testament books? And what does the word Canonized even mean?
A ___________ is simply a recognized collection of books.

Liberal scholars dating of New Testament books:

Paul’s Letters - A.D. 50-100

Matthew - A.D. 80-100

Mark - A.D. 70

Luke - A.D. 70-90

John - A.D. 90-170

But even their later dating of John's Gospel is 170 A.D. while Nicea was 325.

Conservative Biblical scholars date the books of the NT as the following:

Paul’s Letters - A.D. 51-68

Matthew - A.D. 50 or so

Mark - A.D. 50-70

Luke - A.D. 59-63

John - A.D. 85-95

Acts - c. 63

Hebrews - A.D. 70  before the Temple destruction

James - before A.D. 50

1 Peter - early 60’s

2 Peter  - A.D. 65-68

1, 2, 3 John - A.D. 85-95 but after the gospel

Jude - c. 65

Revelation - c. 95

"In the early 200's, Origen (an early church leader) listed all the accepted books of the new Testament—a list that matches today's canon." Ralph Muncaster: A Skeptic's Search For God, 235.

Coming up:

Who is Jesus Christ?  Was He really a historical person verified by documentation outside of the Bible?  Or was He just a mythical person?

Who was Mary Magdalene…was she Jesus’ wife?  What does her gospel say?  And are there really 80 other gospels that were considered for the New Testament but didn’t make the cut due to political reasons?

We need to take a look at how paganism influenced early Christianity and if so, did it taint the faith?

We will take another look at gender roles and the whole issue of women in the Bible…have they been marginalized?  Is Christianity a boys club?  Was Jesus a sexist or feminist?

Homework:
Monday – Read Zechariah 11:12 and Matthew 26:15.  During Zechariah’s time the standard price to buy a slave was thirty pieces of silver.  But by the time Jesus lived, the price had risen to forty pieces of silver.  And yet He was sold out for thirty pieces of silver.  Meditate on this prophecy and its fulfillment.  What impact does it have on your faith?

Tuesday – Read Isaiah 53:7 and Matthew 27:12.  No one is ever silent when they are accused – eventually all of us feel compelled to speak up and say something, even if it’s to our spouses or closest friends.  Jesus didn’t defend Himself because He knew He was in God’s hands.  We also are in God’s hands.  If God can move the prophet Isaiah to write these words hundreds of years before His birth, what can He do for you?  How will you act on this truth?

Wednesday – Read Psalm 22:16 and Luke 23:33.  In David’s time there was no such thing as piercing someone’s hands and feet as a punishment.  Criminals were generally stoned to death.  Yet David wrote about this.  Think about how much a God who cares about such details cares about you.  What is your response to His love?

Thursday – Read Amos 8:9 and Matthew 27:45.  Most folks generally credit this darkness to a solar eclipse.  However, the Passover always takes place during a full moon, when a solar eclipse is physically impossible.  Heaven and earth sorrowed at the coming death of the Son of God.  How do you allow the death of Jesus to impact your daily life?

Friday – Read 2 Peter 1:16 and 1 John 1:3.  The apostles wrote about things they witnessed and experienced.  They were so surrounded by skeptics that if they lied their deception would have been uncovered.  Many documents from that time would have denounced them as liars.  Instead, the people who heard them knew they told the truth – those folks may not have wanted to hear what the apostles said but they knew it was the truth.  Do you believe the New Testament as truth?  Why or why not?  What impact do you allow these writings to have on your daily life?

Saturday – Read Acts 2.  Peter goes from being the consummate chicken who denies Christ to a man powerfully used by God to draw others near to Him.  We are just like Peter – we can be the consummate chickens when it comes to sharing our faith or taking risks for Christ.  Peter knew that what he witnessed was true.  Do you know it too?  Do you know it enough to allow it to impact your daily life?  If you need assurance, review the evidence.  God will help you!

Sunday – Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our worship service, Sunday School, and other activities.  Pray that God will help us understand and obey what He teaches us today.
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