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The sand in these two vials are each symbolic of the person holding them. 

Sand is a crystal and as such has many sides, representing the many sides or aspects of each individual. Each of these aspects put together form the person.

Each of these vials is a reminder to the other that there are still many aspects of the person before them that remain undiscovered. This is the beauty of marriage, the long voyage of discovery.

But marriage is more than discovery, it is also a joint effort by two people to live and to act as one person.

We symbolize that today by pouring the individual vials into a single vial, by pouring all the facts known and unknown about one person into the all the facts known and unknown of the other person.

Once the pouring is done you have a single vial of sand; one part indistinguishable form the others, the hopes and dreams, the fears and ambitions of two people, combined into one set of values, ideas, ideals, one life together.

It is in this symbolism, in this joining together, that the marriage is represented.

Sand when tested by the heat of fire turns to glass, not disappearing or dissolving, but rather becoming a hardened barrier against further assault. One grain of sand alone is but an insignificant speck, many grains together is an unassaible force, as you two will become.

