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*Welcome

Friends and family of the bride and groom, what a joy it is to welcome you here, for we have come to celebrate the miracle of love, and to witness the union of Groom and Bride's full names
Every experience you ever had, everything you have ever done, everything you have ever learned has brought you to this moment as you now stand before these witnesses to take each other as husband and wife.

New experiences lie before you with opportunities to grow deeper in love with each other. As you walk hand in hand into the future, cherish each moment as a gift, a gift to strengthen the bond between you.

*Consent

Groom and Bride, do you come here of your own free will, accompanied by your families' blessings, to be united as husband and wife?

***yes***

*Address

optional--(After a long courtship and coming to know one another as you do,)--

Today, in MARRIAGE, before God and these witnesses you are taking into your care and trust the happiness of the one person in this world whom you love with all your heart. You are agreeing to share life's deepest and richest experiences. You are (committing) adding to your life not only the affection of each other but also the companionship and blessing of mutual respect. You have invited US to share in the celebration of your love, a very special love that culminates in your union as husband and wife.

*Reading

When you enter in the commitment of marriage, you enter into one of life's most important relationships. It is a gift given to bring comfort when there is sorrow, peace when there is unrest, laughter when there is happiness and love when it is shared. 

And, Real love goes far beyond the feelings of romance and bliss…

It is caring more about your marriage partner's needs and happiness more than your own needs and desires…

Love makes burdens lighter because you divide them. It makes joys more intense because you share them…

It makes you stronger so you can become involved with life in ways you dare not risk alone…

Real love says you are stronger together than when you are apart

A successful marriage is not something that just happens. It takes work, understanding and time. It takes commitment.

"Marriage is an Art"

the little things are big things

it is never too old to still hold hands

it is remembering to say "I love you"

it is never going to sleep angry

it is at no time taking the other for granted

it is having a mutual sense of values, common objectives

it is facing the world together

it is doing things for each other not as a chore, but with the spirit of joy

it is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude

it is not looking for the other to be perfect in every way

it is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding, room to grow

it requires a sense of humor…

…it is not only marrying the right partner, but being the right partner

*Vows
Groom, repeat after me,

I, Groom, take you Bride, to be my partner in life. I promise to walk by your side forever, and to love, help and encourage you in all that you do. I will take time to talk with you, listen to you, and to care for you. I will share your laughter and your tears as your partner, lover, and best friend. Everything I am and everything I have is yours now and forever.

Bride, repeat after me,

I Bride, give myself to you Groom, on this our wedding day. I will cherish our friendship, and love you today, tomorrow and forever. I will trust you and I will love you faithfully through the best and worst, through the difficult and easy. What may come, I will always be there.

*Rings

The wedding ring is the outward and visible sign of an inward and invisible bond which unites two loyal hearts.

The ring is a never ending circle that represents never ending love.

*Exchange Vows

May I have the token of Groom's love for Bride? (from your ring bearer)

Groom, please repeat after me…

I give you this ring. Wear it with love and joy. As this ring has no end, neither shall my love for you. I choose you to be my wife this day and forever.

May I have the token of Brides's love for Groom? (from ring bearer)

Bride, please repeat after me.

This ring I give you in token of my love and devotion, and with my heart, I pledge to you all that I am. With this ring, I marry you and join my life to yours.

(in place of unity candle)

The Joining of sand Ceremony
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The sand in these two vials are each symbolic of the person holding them. 

Sand is a crystal and as such has many sides, representing the many sides or aspects of each individual. Each of these aspects put together form the person.

Each of these vials is a reminder to the other that there are still many aspects of the person before them that remain undiscovered. This is the beauty of marriage, the long voyage of discovery.

But marriage is more than discovery, it is also a joint effort by two people to live and to act as one person.

We symbolize that today by pouring the individual vials into a single vial, by pouring all the facts known and unknown about one person into the all the facts known and unknown of the other person.

Once the pouring is done you have a single vial of sand; one part indistinguishable form the others, the hopes and dreams, the fears and ambitions of two people, combined into one set of values, ideas, ideals, one life together.

It is in this symbolism, in this joining together, that the marriage is represented.

Sand when tested by the heat of fire turns to glass, not disappearing or dissolving, but rather becoming a hardened barrier against further assault. One grain of sand alone is but an insignificant speck, many grains together is an unassaible force, as you two will become.
(Optional prayer or Blessing Here)

continue to next page…

*Pronouncement

Groom and Bride, because you have committed yourselves to each other in marriage, and demonstrated this by exchanging your vows and giving each other rings, I pronounce you Husband and Wife!

*Kiss

Groom you may kiss your Bride.

*Presentation

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my privilege to introduce to you for the very first time,

Mr., And Mrs. Groom's full Name! 



