 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Secrets of Delphi's Oracle and proof of the Evil Spirit influences on Earth

   Back in February I caught a show on the History Channel, ‘Secrets of Delphi.’  At the time, I felt there was some connection to scripture of this temple and oracle, also known as a Pithea, who were the women who prophesied in the temple regarding the fate of mortals.  I again caught a follow up show this past weekend regarding geological research into the opening in the ground where the fumes came up and the oracle (Pithea) ingested prior to the trance and prophecies from the god Apollo.  When I saw the picture of the temple, I realized there was a connection and my initial thoughts in February needed future digging.  The show had a shot of the side of the temple where the oracle resided, Temple D’Apollon.  The similarities needed research.  Before I began discussing the scripture and where I find connections, I would like to give a short summary of what information the history shows provided regarding this temple and the oracles.

   The oracles, women called the Pithea, served in the first temple built during the 7th century through the 1st century BC.  There was information regarding the temple columns being taken to Constantinople in 300 AD, but I did not find confirmation the oracle was active after the 1st century BC.  The Pithea resided in the inner sanctuary of the temples and apparently entered trances allowing the god Apollo to speak prophecy through the women.  Prior to these temples, there was the earth goddess, residing in a cave, who was overthrown by the Apollo (known as the god of reason, light, music and prophecy).  Keep in mind, the Lord has already told us Satan is the angel of light.  You may want to review the article I did regarding the testing of spirits.  The history indicates the oracles’ prophecies were ambiguous and those that were correct apparently were regarding issues which had already taken place.  I was not able to find information about a future event which was prophesied correctly by the oracles of Delphi.  Had people tested these apparent gods, they would have been able to identify the evil spirits providing the misguided prophecy.  There ended up being 7 temples to Apollo and the Greek cities all consulted the Delphi oracle for direction before taking action.  This would be the Greek empire mentioned in Daniel 2:32 (the belly and thighs of bronze).  

   The first show I watched in February 2005 indicated scientists did not find, nor did they believe there was any inner sanctuary where the Pithea fell into a trance due to fumes emitting from the ground.  They felt this opening in the ground was nothing but myth.  However, the follow up show this weekend indicated two geologists did further research and actual testing of the rock and water in the area and did find two fault lines intersecting in the area of the inner sanctuary.  They also found remnants of ethyl and methanol in the rock and water which flowed inside the temple.  Although the faults have since been closed up, these fumes would be the same gas used in the past for anesthesia and could have put people in a trance-like state.  The oracles were also known to eat Laurel leaves to bring about the trance.  Based on the information I have found in scripture - ingesting drugs, along with not arming yourself with the Spirit of God, can open a person up to possession by evil spirits.  The New Testament indicates many times when evil spirits were removed from possessed people.  Science now shows there was a temple, built over an area which had gases rising from the earth and in the water of the temple, along with the history of these women (also referred to as Pithea/Priestesses) who prophesied in the name of the god Apollo.  I feel the Biblical connection to these facts should also be brought to light.   

   The first scripture quote which came to my mind seemed to me an obvious connection with Revelation 9:11 - ‘They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon’ I do not believe in coincidences, therefore, I am seeing the Temple of D’Apollon as being the temple to the angel of the Abyss, Apollyon, or also known as Abaddon.  No words of scripture are useless - therefore, the fact the Greek translation of Apollyon was mentioned should be something to be noticed by the reader.  This angel is released from the Abyss in Revelation 9:1-2, from the opening in the ground to the pit of the Abyss.  The angel which comes out brings pain and torment to those on the earth, an is returned to the Abyss in Revelation 20:3 to ‘keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.  After that, he must be set free for a short time’.  This indicates this angel, known as Abaddon (or Apollyon) has been deceiving the nations already on earth; just as the spirit deceived the Oracles of Delphi.  Many state, truth is stranger than fiction; is it so crazy that this angel of the abyss is the same god who spoke through the oracles of Delphi, due to the faults intersecting and opening the ground and released gases from the depths of the earth?  Luke 22:3 clearly shows how Satan could indwell a person, therefore, it could happen with other evil Spirits as well.  Researching Old Testament scripture regarding this angel revealed it as being referred to as Death and Destruction, the ‘angel of destruction’ found in Job 26:6, 28:22, 31:12 (Job’s story took place during the 1st or 2nd Century BC, which coincides with the time of the practicing of the oracles of Delphi); Proverbs15 speaks a lot of the folly from the mouth of fools and Death and Destruction (15:11).  1 Samuel 28:8-18 shows up the truth that spirits could come up from the depths of the earth through mediums.  Keep in mind, this was before the time of Christ, when He collected the souls for God in Acts and left those evil spirits in the depths of the earth.  If good spirits of God could ascend from the depths of the earth when called, as Samuel did in the scripture, then surely the evil spirits and fallen angels could also ascend through the earth and deceive man as the god Apollo had in Delphi.  I would like to also state that I am not trying to delve into the controversies surrounding the possibility of the witch of Endor truly summoning Samuel, or a demon acting as Samuel.  I believe it is possible God allowed Samuel to appear in order to give the prophecy (which came true, a test provided by God and how we can identify evil or good spirits).  However, the prophecies of the oracles of Delphi did not come true - therefore, we can assume they were evil spirits based on the instruction in The Word.

   We also have the examples of Kings in the Old Testament who resort to witchcraft and evil spirits, turning from God and doing evil in His site - and the time frames also match the times of these oracles of Delphi, the 1st Century BC.  The show I watched on the history channel spoke of Kings coming to the Pithea for direction, but not all the Kings, or the areas they reigned over were mentioned.  (Examples: 1 Chronicles 33).  Another interesting thing to note is that Delphi was actually just north of Corinth, a path taken many times in during Paul’s journey to grow the Church of Christ during the 1st Century AD; therefore, it was part of the various territories mentioned throughout the Old Testament years.

   I have provided a handful of information which can be further investigated by the reader if they are inclined to find additional scriptural support for my belief, or against my belief.  As I state in all my writing; I do not claim to be anyone special, but I speak and write what comes to mind and what I feel is given by the Spirit and what the Lord wants me to share of my knowledge.  I believe this is important to identify because there will soon come a day when many will be deceived as the Deceiver is unleashed on the world.  It is important to arm yourself with the truth, and also to learn how history proves the truth of The Word.  I hope the reader has enjoyed this article.

