 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1April’s excerpt from chapter  - 24 Elders
Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. Revelation 2:10

Round the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clad in white garments, with golden crowns upon their heads. Revelation 4:4 
   Reading through the quotes I have provided from the New Testament we are given the timeframe the elders will receive their thrones, as well as their crowns. This event was not explained as something which would happen here on earth, or a figurative crown. It was explained throughout the New Testament as something which we, and the Elders, would receive upon the return of Christ for His people. 2 Timothy 4:8 specifically identifies the timeframe when the crown would be received, at that day. 1 Peter 5:4 is also specific to the timeframe when the crown would be received, when the Chief Shepherd appears. Without giving you another list of scripture quotes, you can see in various places throughout the New Testament where Jesus refers to Himself as the Shepherd.  Then we have Revelation 2:10, which is clearly Christ speaking to John, in the letters to the Churches, I will give thee a crown of life.
   It is my hope that by this time, with all the information you have been provided with up to this point, you can see the importance of Revelation 4:4, where the twenty-four elders are seen, in physical form – sitting, clothed, with crowns on their heads. Later in Chapter 4, you also see them kneeling at the throne of Christ, throwing their crowns at His feet. These Elders have their bodies, they have been resurrected! Christ did not indicate He would resurrect His apostles at any time other than His return.

  There is a difference shown between the people seen resurrected in heaven from the souls identified under the altar at the fifth seal. The elders are described in words denoting something physical; they are clothed in white raiment. The saints which come from the hour of tribulation, those which come to Christ as a result of the Rapture and the events of the tribulation are explained as souls and have white robes.

   When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne; they cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before thou wilt judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell upon the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. Revelation 6:9-11
   Shortly after this, we see the number has been reached (a short while, indeed!):

  After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands. Revelation 7-9
