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Reference librarians today have increasing number of interactions that relate to facilitating access to spiritual / religious resources. These include issues such as accommodation in multifaith environments, religious rights, religious pluralism, worship, meditation, holy days & festivals, philosophy, theology, metaphysics, sacraments, and metanoia. A favorable factor is that the Internet seems to have become a useful source in religious / spiritual domain. This has coincided with the growth of resources accessible on the Net.

The presentation has two parts. Part one deals with Cyber Worship and online meditation. It demonstrates how the Net is providing a new holy space, open round the clock – 24 / 7. Significantly, faith groups - and represented on the Web by individual followers or religious organizations - have extended their resources to increase religious interaction and as a window for the outsiders to view ‘what the faith is all about’. Some sites are free for the worshipers and at some others the resources can be bought as online devotional kit or multimedia worship packages. Due to different factors at work, almost 80% cyber worship is not online. It is rather offline – which means a devotee submits a request / prayer / wish to the concerned and waits for the mediator / Web master / Swami to do the needful.

	CYBER

WORSHIP at a glance:
	· 24-7 Prayer (http://www.24-7prayer.com/index2.php)

· The Cyber Temple (http://geocities.com/Athens/Ithaca/9777/indexsmall.html)

· Turning the Pages (http://www.bl.uk/collections/treasures/treasures.html)

· Cyber Mosque (http://www.mpsj.gov.my/cybermosque)

· Ask Imam (Ask-Imam.com)

· Online Darshan of Sai Baba (http://www.onlinedarshan.com/puja/saibaba.htm)

· Sea-Monkey® Worship http://users.uniserve.com/~sbarclay/seamonk.htm

· Liveprayer - Prayer and Miracles 24 hours a day http://www.liveprayer.com/

· The Secular Web – Kiosk http://www.infidels.org/index.shtml


Part two deals with an introduction to Cyber Islam, highlighting Web-based resources that provide information on this faith, its culture and spirituality. A pastor, priest or chaplain needs information on issues that concern the Muslims in dealing with their health, death, bereavement, worship, rituals, halal food, festivals / calendar, dress, religious accommodation in schools, prisons, etc. The presentation also highlights Web links to Ask Imam, buy books and halal food online, prayer requirements, Cyber Salat, etc.  What emerges from the above is the fact that faiths are opening their virtual doors, aimed at leading to the same sublime interface, and as a result, subconsciously, getting synchronized seamlessly in the web mosaic.

