New Non-English Speaking Student in Class

Grades 3-8

This is designed to help a non-English or extremely limited English-speaking student into their new class/school.  Especially in a new country or environment.

Pre-arrival (optional)

Shock Lesson

Have a bilingual teacher come in and teach a lesson in another language.  No English spoken, at all.  Teacher does not understand.  If possible have textbooks and other print, manipulatives, realia in that language (these might be discard textbooks from the Foreign Language Dept at the High School).  Tell the class there will be a quiz at the end

If there are one or two native speakers of that language in the class that is better.  They will be following along and understanding. (this will allow them to help their classmates or watch them struggle for a change.)  The Teacher could yell occasionally at a student or the class in general to get the shock effect.

Give quiz at the end and see how well they did.

Have students discuss (whole group or small group, depending on time available) how they felt and what they feel it would be like all day long every day.  Home being the only place you understand.  

Have the students think about the most important words a person should learn for survival and school (i.e. bathroom, sick, hungry, bus, word, write, door, desk, chair, etc) for the meeting with the new student.

Other Options or homework:

1. If there is no bilingual teacher/person available this website could be used: http://www.cortland.edu/flteach/esl/ESL-Immersion.html
(a smartboard would be great for this!!)
2. Watch a foreign language TV show or a movie dubbed in a foreign language (preferably one they don’t know by heart).  

This lesson is designed to show students what it is like to be in a class and understand none or very little of what is being said to you.  Not understanding the schedule and routine.  If the classroom teacher is particularly unresponsive the student’s plight please make sure he/she participates in the shock lesson too.  Make him/her the example.

Students First Day (preferably first thing in the AM)

Materials:

Name tags

Bilingual dictionaries, enough for small groups

Index cards and markers for labels and intro cards

Folder for the new students new vocabulary. 

Digital camera to take pictures of classmates to put on intro cards.

Explain to new student what is going to happen.

Bring the student in to class with an interpreter.  

Have everyone write their names on nametags and wear them.

Have everyone think about their favorite thing (to do) and their least favorite thing (to do) – that an be acted out.  Write them down on the cards.  Pictures can be attached to cards and given to the new student so that they can learn and remember their classmates.

 They will stand up, say their name clearly then act these things out for the class as an introduction.  NO WORDS!!!

Teacher can start by explaining the task with the interpreters help.

Teacher goes first.  Give the new student the choice of going first.    

As a large group (or could be broken into small groups) come up with labels (bilingual) for important items in classroom, list of crucial first words and answer new students questions about school etc.

Set up a rotating buddy system with VOLUNTEERS to help the new student along.  Should be long term but not taxing on one or two students only.

Several bilingual dictionaries should be left in the room for all students use.

This lesson is designed to help the students get to know each other a little better, to allow the current students to help the new student with adjusting and to show the new student that there are many caring people to help – that they are truly not isolated just because of the language.
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