Immigration Issue Lessons

· KWL chart 


· - Discuss what resources we can use and what time frame we want to do this in.

· Have students talk to parents about why they are here.

· Why are we here? 

· Have a spider chart done of why you (the teacher) are where you are (i.e. I moved to NC because of job, 9/11, family etc.)
· Have students work on a blank spider chart.  Either as a group or individually

· Country of immigrants

http://www.campsilos.org/excursions/grout/teachers/
· Have students look through points on this site.

· History books

· Discussion Everyone came from someplace else- many have been here long enough to forget that.

· Asians came – we call them Native American Indians

· Spanish

· English

· German

· French

· Irish

· Italian

· European, looked the same, same basic alphabet, were close countries therefore familiar with each other.

· English and Spanish fought

· Germans/Dutch-went off on their own to stay away from others.

· French fought with English and Spanish They concentrated in Canada and Louisiana

· Irish – were hated – catholic – poor- big families – known for big families, drinking and fighting, loud – but spoke English
· Italian – didn’t speak English – different than others, dark – catholic, large families, loud, strange foods...

· Greeks

· Slavs

· Arabs

· Jews

· East Indians

· Orientals

· Completely different, different languages, different alphabets, different customs, food etc

· African Americans

· Different appearance

· Different beliefs

· Different cultures

· Different languages

· South Americans

· Dark, culture different

· Language different

· Foods etc different

· Brainstorming: How is the Hispanic way (or your way) of life different from the Anglo?  What do Anglo’s see?

· Trust – When do you trust a stranger?

· Alike, sameness --> define

· How does someone get you to trust him or her?  What do they do?  (If you can’t understand the words or gestures – eye contact, bowing, waving, hand shakes etc.)

·  POV  - illegal immigrants in the community
· Read articles

· Comments

· Talk to people

· Guest speaker

· 
Poster 

· Point of View

· Illegal Immigrants in the community

	What are the problems?
	What is good?

	· 
	· 


· Have students put comments or post its on poster as they learn information

· Fix it – always have a solution
· Explain that many people have see things that are wrong and complain.  For something to change people need to offer solutions also.  Complaints are empty. 

· Brainstorm solutions – post them on a poster.

· Poster


If you have complaints about something, offer a solution

Fix it


· Perhaps write letters to government officials with solutions.

· Who am I?
· What does all this mean to me?  

· Where did I come from?

· Why?

· Some genealogy.

· Poster

Who am I?

Why did we come to the US?

What do my parents what from me?

What do I want?  Stay here or go back?

What do I want for my future?

Where does my family come from?


How far can we trace?

· Have students do a project on themselves reflecting the info they have gathered.  A poster, poem, essay, song, drawing, play etc.

Because these topics are very, very important to students allow time to wander, explore etc.  I expect this to last for along time.

Immigration issue websites and resources

www.numbersusa.com/interests/legislation_proposed109.html
This is a list of the proposed immigration bills in the 109th congress.  It lists them by main category (i.e. anchor_ baby increase and decrease).  

www.visalaw.com/advocacy.html
This is another list of bills.  Not organized.  This website will track the progress and report it.

News Articles

http://www.theledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060411/ZNYT02/604110415&SearchID=73241430258892
Immigrants Rally in Scores of Cities for Legal Status

RE 4/11 rallies

Time for Kids

Has an article in the recent edition An Immigrant Nation

www.timeforkids.com
www.greencommons.org/node/214
Information in reference to May 1

Statistics etc.  It is not a news website.  Be careful of the slant.

www.msnbc.msn.com
Has articles about protests

Protests show Hispanics finding political voice is one.

The also have Immigrant Women Fired After Attending Rally.  I would be careful with these types of articles at first.  It might scare the students even more...

http://www.immigrantsolidarity.org/
May 1, 2006: Call to Action!

"El Gran Paro Americano 2006" "The Great American Boycott 2006"

"Un dia sin immigrante" "A day without an immigrant"

Nationwide General Immigrant Strike! 
Wear White T-Shirt at May 1st!

American Civil Liberties Union

http://www.aclu.org/immigrants/gen/24954prs20060407.html
National Network for immigrant and Refugee Rights

http://nnirr.org/registrations/HR4437.htm
Teacher website on immigration in the US

http://www.campsilos.org/excursions/grout/teachers/
Noam Chomsky

 http://www.chomsky.info/
Third World Traveler 

http://www.thirdworldtraveler.com/
Energy Crisis 

http://www.lifeaftertheoilcrash.net/
Latin America’s New Consensus 
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20060501/grandin
Info on US immigration: applications, process, etc.

http://www.usimmigrationsupport.org/
HR 4437 complete 171 pages

http://www.rules.house.gov/109/text/hr4437/109_hr4437_text.pdf
Justice for Immigrants

Please read the break down of the law, especially the third bullet point

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/HR4437.html
US Citizenship and Immigration Services

Home

http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm
Welcome to the country

http://uscis.gov/graphics/citizenship/welcomeguide/index.htm
Immigration statistics

http://uscis.gov/graphics/shared/statistics/index.htm
Pew Hispanic Center's Survey of Mexican Migrants, Part Three, completed in December 2005: 
http://pewhispanic.org/files/reports/58.pdf
