To Kill a Mockingbird  Background Research Presentations

To enrich your understanding of To Kill a Mockingbird, you will need to build on your knowledge of the author, the setting, and the larger historical contexts of the novel. Each group will research and present information on one of the following seven topics:

1. What are some important events in Harper Lee’s biography? Be sure to discuss where she was born, who her father was, her friendship with Truman Capote, the publication of To Kill a Mockingbird, and what she did after the novel was published.

www.bookrags.com/biography/harper-lee/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_Lee
2. What is Jim Crow? Find out not only the definition, but also how it worked in the South. Discuss Plessy v. Ferguson. What was it like for black people to live under Jim Crow? What was the penalty for breaking Jim Crow codes? How did it contribute to racist attitudes toward black people?  

http://www.ferris.edu/news/jimcrow/what.htm
http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/
http://www.americanradioworks.org/features/remembering/
3. What was it like to grow up in the South in the 1930s? Talk about the economic conditions as well as the racial ones. Also do some research on what it was like for families to live during the Great Depression.

http://library.thinkquest.org/12111/mculley.html (Interview: Growing up black in McCulley Quarters)

http://library.thinkquest.org/12111/girl.html (Interview: Growing up white in the South in the 1930s)

4. What was occurring in the civil rights movements of the 1950s and 60s? Focus on Brown v. Board of Education, the NAACP, Martin Luther King Jr. and any other important events you find in your research. What made the civil rights movements occur when they did?
http://www.watson.org/~lisa/blackhistory/early-civilrights/brown.html
http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/
5. What happened in the Scottsboro trials? Of what were the Scottsboro Boys accused? By whom? What was the evidence in the case? What are some key moments in the trial? How did the trial get resolved?

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/scottsboro/scottsb.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/scottsboro/
6. What does the murder of Emmitt Till and the ensuing trial say about racism in the 1950s? Be sure to talk about his ignorance of the South, the advice of his mother, the brutality of the murder, and the effect of having an open casket.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/
http://www.heroism.org/class/1950/heroes/till.htm
7. What was going on in public education in the 1930s? Discuss John Dewey and the progressive movement and how these new ideas in education were different from previous methods of instruction.

http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/acs/1890s/dewey/educ.html
http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/life_21.html
Scoring Guidelines

	Delivery:    10 Points
	Presentations should be 4-5 minutes long. Each member of the group must participate equally in the presentation. You should have smooth transitions between speakers, stay organized, speak clearly and energetically, and make frequent eye contact with the audience. Look at the person speaking. Persuade the class that you are experts on your topic and can present your ideas professionally. Have your speeches prepared and rehearsed. Please invite the class to ask questions at the end of your presentation. 

	Content:     25 Points
	Presentations should include visual aids, such as pictures, drawings, charts, or graphic organizers. If you want to use PowerPoint, let me know—we’ll have to reserve a LCD projector. Focus on what the audience needs to know in order to understand your topic. You are attempting to convince the class to buy into your ideas, so make them interesting, clear, and concise.

	Works Cited:    15 Points
	You must use at least three credible Internet sources. You must cite all of the sources used in your individual research on a Works Cited sheet that lists the names of all groupmembers.


Suggested Internet Resources

1. Harper Lee

2. Jim Crow

3. Growing up in the South in the 1930s

http://library.thinkquest.org/12111/mculley.html (Interview: Growing up black in McCulley Quarters)

http://library.thinkquest.org/12111/girl.html (Interview: Growing up white in the South in the 1930s)

4. Civil Rights in the 1950s

http://www.watson.org/~lisa/blackhistory/early-civilrights/brown.html
http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/
5. The Scottsboro Trials

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/scottsboro/scottsb.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/scottsboro/
6. Emmitt Till: Murder and Trial

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/
http://www.heroism.org/class/1950/heroes/till.htm
7. Education in the 1930s

http://www.wier.ca/~daniel_schugurensky/assignment1/sigevents30.html
http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/life_21.html
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