Mango Creative Writing Project:

Personal Vignettes

For this assignment you will need to draw on your understanding of Cisneros’ style of writing (flex your analytical muscles!), as well as your own experiences and ideas (get your creative juices flowing!). 

Using The House on Mango Street as a model, you will compose a series of four vignettes based upon your own childhood experiences. Although this is a creative writing assignment, you are not free to “do whatever you want”; you must demonstrate that you have understood Cisneros’ writing techniques by using stylistic imitation in your personal vignettes. In other words, you should incorporate elements of Cisneros’ style into the form of your vignettes. The content, however, is entirely yours. 

Requirements: 

· Each vignette must include at least four examples of at least three different poetic devices (metaphors, similes, personification, imagery, alliteration, assonance, repetition, etc.)

· Each vignette should feature an “economical” use of language; do not tell too much, make your reader draw inferences – you need to use fewer words to say more. However, you need to use language carefully so that the reader can draw the necessary inferences! 

· Your vignettes should be tied together by some unifying principle to give your reader a clear impression of the entire “vine.” For example, Cisneros’ vignettes are all related to a particular place and time (Esperanza’s childhood on Mango Street); when viewed as a whole, they provide a more complete picture of what Esperanza experienced growing up there. Remember, each vignette constitutes a small part of a larger picture. 

· You may include photographs and artwork to accompany your vignettes.

· You must create an illustrated cover for your vignettes. Your illustration must have a perceptible connection to your collection of vignettes. 

· Vignettes must be “bound” in a protective report cover or similar device. 

· Vignettes should be between ½ to 2 pages in length.

· Vignettes must be typed, double spaced, and free of errors. 

